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8th December 2019 –  2nd  Sunday of Advent, Year “A”–  

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 71: “In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails. ”  

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9; Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12. Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.                                                                   

                       5.30pm (Holy Cross) –  

Sun. 8 Dec. 9.30am (Holy Cross) –  

                   11.00am (St.Margaret Mary) – Mass for People 

                   12.30pm (in Polish St. Margaret Mary)  

Mon. 9 Dec. 10.00am (Holy Cross)  

Tue. 10 Dec. 9.30am (Holy Cross) - Funeral Mass 

Tue. 10 Dec. 7.00pm (St. Margaret Mary)  

Wed. 11 Dec. 10.00am (Holy Cross)  

Thu. 12 Dec. 10.00am (St. Margaret Mary) – Arme People 

Fri. 13 Dec.  10.00am (Holy Cross) 

Sat. 14 Dec.  

                       5.30pm (Holy Cross) – Mass for the People 

Sun. 15 Dec. 9.30am (Holy Cross) – Philip Kerr 

                   11.00am (St.Margaret Mary) – May Campbell and Jimmy Small 

                   12.30pm (in Polish St. Margaret Mary)  

 

This Sunday (8.12.2019) is the 2nd Sunday Advent Year “A” 

Mon. 9 Dec. – The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary - Solemnity 

Fri. 13 Dec. – St Lucy – Memorial 

Sat. 14 Dec. – St John of the Cross – Memorial  

Next Sunday (15.12.2019) is the Third Sunday of Advent Year ‘A’ 

Confessions: at 5pm on Saturday in Holy Cross church                                                                                                                                                                                        

Thank you all for your generosity shown in the collection from Sunday 24 November 2019 which in Holy 

Cross was: £359.50 and in St Margaret Mary’s: £449.76  

Please pray for: Fr. John Morrison, Eleanor Hamilton, Moira Todd, Moira Flucker, Madeline 
McParland, Kathleen Dugan, Netta Chapman, and all the sick and housebound in our parish.   

FUNERAL : We pray for Immacolata Delicata, whose funeral Mass will take place on Tuesday in Holy Cross 
church at 9.30am.  Her burial will take place at Eskbank at11.00am and her remains will be received into church 
on Monday at 4.0pm.  

Advent:  

St. Margaret Mary’s Lunch Club: The St. Margaret Mary’s Lunch Club’s Christmas Dinner takes place 
on Thursday 12th December at 12.00 noon in St. Margaret May’s Hall.  Contact Marian on 07932741373 or Tom 
on 07882 548704. 

Candlelight Service:  Holy Cross church 7.00pm Monday 16th December.  Come to spend some time 
reflecting and praying about the coming of Jesus.  

Tuesday 7.00pm Mass in St. Margaret Mary’s, sermon on deepening our faith in Advent.  Followed by prayer 
and adoration with Tuesday Prayer Group:  

Confessions and Advent Reflection in St. Margaret Mary’s 11.00am-12.00 noon Saturday 21st December:  
11.00am-11.20am Advent Meditation; 11.20am-12.00 noon Confessions.  

Confessions: Holy Cross 6.30pm-7.00pm Monday 21st December 
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Carol Singing in Holy Cross Car Park Sunday 22nd December 6.00pm:  Come and sing your favourite carols 
round the brazier in the car park, (or indoors if the weather is bad), followed by soup & mulled wine in the hall. 

This is always a lovely occasion, a chance to slow down and spend some time with family and friends on the 
Sunday before Christmas. Bring Santa hats, jingle bells etc. All welcome, please join us - the more the merrier! 

Holy Cross - Jesse Tree: The Jesse tree helps us connect the custom of decorating Christmas trees to the 
events leading to Jesus’ birth. The Jesse tree is named from Isaiah 11:1: “A shoot shall come out of the stock of 
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” At Holy Cross, the children adorn our Jesse tree with illustrated 
ornaments that represent the people, prophesies, and events leading up to the birth of Jesus. The ornaments 
also reflect our prayers for our families, friends and for the parish. Please enjoy it, from afar and up close! 

Christmas Masses: Fr.Marcin generously is able to say the 12.30pm Mass on Christmas Day; he is however 
unable to say a Midnight Mass.  In order to give ourselves as a parish time to reflect what is the best Christmas 
programme, Fr. Hand will say celebrate the Midnight Mass in English in St. Margaret Mary’s,but with the 
readings and singing in Polish. This Mass is for the whole parish and the readings will be available in English.   

The Christmas Programme is 7.30pm Christmas Vigil Mass in Holy Cross; Midnight Mass in St. Margaret 
Mary’s; 9.30am Christmas Mass in  Holy Cross; 11.00am Christmas Mass in St.Margaret Mary’s; 12.30pm 
Christmas Mass in Polish at St.Margaret Mary’s. Please note this is a one off programme and it is unlikely we 
would have the same programme next year.  Also Fr. Hand and Fr. Marcin had a fruitful meeting on Thursday to 
discuss what is coming up next year.   

Christmas Raffle Tickets:  The tickets for the Christmas raffle are now on sale. The proceeds will go to Mary’s 
Meals and the fundraising for Jakub Gospodarek.(see below). 

Our Lady of Lourdes Hospitalité will be having their annual Christmas Carol Service in Holy Cross Church on 
Sunday 8 December at 3pm followed by refreshments in the hall.  You are all very welcome to this. 

MARY’S MEALS: Bacon rolls will be served in the church Hall after the 9.30am Sunday Mass from 24th November 
until the 22nd December with all proceeds being donated to Mary’s Meals. Try and take time from your busy 
schedule, not only to support this wonderful charity, but also to take the opportunity to mingle with fellow 
parishioners. 

SVDP- CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PRESENTS APPEAL:  Holy Cross St Vincent De Paul (SVDP) would like to 
put a request out to all parishioners for an appeal to provide Christmas presents for those families struggling to 
manage at this time of year. It is requested that a child’s present (aged between 0 - 14 years old) is left in the 
Church at the masses of the weekend of 7th and 8th December . We would be grateful if the present ideally 
could be already wrapped and labelled appropriate for the Age and Sex of the child. Any donation would be 
gratefully received and appreciated. On behalf of SVDP we would like to thank you for your continued support. 
Yours in Blessed Frederic Ozanam 

Diary: To help us arrange the parish diary would anyone or group who uses either of the churches apart from 
normal Masses and services e.g. music rehearsals, flower arranging, prayer groups, please send in a note of the 
use to the parish office. 

CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS: We noticed that many of Catholic Newspapers are left so in the matter of adjusting 
the numbers we would like to ask you to sign for your copy of newspapers and what title are you interested for. 
List you can find on the back of the church. 

GENERAL ELECTIONS: The letter of Bishops related to that topic is on the back of the church. If you didn't 
read it, please take a copy for you. 

Primary 6 from Holy Cross Primary will be at the 10.00am Mass on Monday.  

First Communion Organisation Meeting:  There will be meeting between Fr. Hand the two primary schools 

and catechists on Thursday to discuss next year’s First Communions and First Confessions.  

Communion Ministers to the Housebound: Would all Communion ministers to the housebound please hand 

or send in to the parish office the names and contact details of the people they go to.  

Jakub Gospodarek:  Jakub is a five year old child from Edinburgh who due to sepis has lost the fingers of his 
left hand and has severe difficulty with his feet and legs. Continual bone shortening is leading to severe 
problems with walking. His doctors in Scotland cannot do the operation If you want to help with the fundraising 
effort to help him have the operation in Poland. Please see details on the boards at the back.  


