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29nd March 2020 – 5th Sunday of Lent - A, page 170. 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14, Psalm 129: “With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.” 

Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11;  

Gospel: John 11:1-45. “I am the resurrection and the life”. 

 
Dear Parishioners,  
I hope you are managing to cope with the very rapid change in what we can and can’t do and that you feel 
safe where you are. From what I hear from family and friends, Edinburgh will have some of the tidiest and 
cleanest houses in the country as people occupy themselves with cleaning their homes. More seriously I 
would like to repeat the parish’s invitation of last week to you that if we can be of any help in any way please 
phone on the parish office number 0131 552 3957 or email or hx_mm@btinternet.com 
The Lockdown: When Mr. Johnson gave his talk to the nation on Monday evening, the situation changed 
for us all. As you know the churches are completely shut with nothing going on in them. All baptisms and 
weddings are cancelled. If parents are worried about the health their baby they should get in touch. We can 
still carry out the anointing of the sick is someone is seriously ill.  
Funerals are a particularly difficult time for people at the moment. No service can take place in the church 
and only 15 people can be present at the committal service. I carried out a service at Warriston yesterday. 
The family were glad they were able to have it, but the wider family and friends were not able to come. I will 
be suggesting to families, if we have funerals during our lockdown, that when the lockdown is finished we 
plan on having a Requiem Mass to which everyone that would have wanted to be at the funeral can be 
invited.   
Contact: The pastoral council met on Wednesday evening through a sound link. We are continuing our work 
of trying to keep in touch with all parishioners through this newsletter on the website and facebook.  We are 
also trying get people’s email addresses so that we can send the newsletter directly to them. If you don’t 
have email and would like to be contacted please send us your postal address including the postal code. 
Parish email is in the heading and also in the first paragraph. 

Finance: We have been asked how people can continue to support their parish when we cannot 
put money in the plate at church. If your income has been impacted by the crisis, please do not 
feel obliged to contribute at this time. If your income is secure and you wish to contribute, the 

best option would be to set up a standing order. If you have online banking you can set this 
up quickly using the parish sort code and account number (if your circumstances change this can 
be amended/cancelled). We also have standing order forms available which you can complete, sign 

and post to your bank (using the branch address on your cheque book or bank 
statement). Alternatively you can donate using electronic banking. The Parish account details are: 
Sort Code: 80-02-33; Account Number: 00776343 

Account name: Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh – Holy Cross 
I thank those who have donated to the St. Vincent de Paul Society, who are standing by to respond to 
requests for help, and those who have special contributions to the running of the parish. 
Prayer: We are trying to develop ways of supporting you in your prayer over the next few weeks. There are 
many good ideas around from a variety of sources, including the archdiocesan website, and we hope to 
develop some ideas on the parish website. We have put the Archbishop’s paragraphs on ‘Spiritual 
Communion’ into our parish website.  Please read this and perhaps discuss it with one another through the 
phone or email.  
 
As we go through our enforced absence from Mass and one another I invite you to go on praying for one 
another. Perhaps you may want to use the prayer at the end of the newsletter from Pope Francis that we 
used on our pastoral council audio conference.  I also ask your prayers for Paul who is in hospital in 
Edinburgh in a coma because of the coronavirus.  He is the first person that I know personally who has been 
affected by the virus.  
Sincerely  
Fr. Hand 
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Keeping in touch: A group of parishioners have volunteered to phone other parishioners, especially those over 70, to 
try and maintain parish contact and also to see how people are getting on and if the parish can offer any help.  Thanks 
to them for doing this.  . 
PS from Fr. Hand: I see as a 70+ I am on the list.  I look forward to the call.  
Communications: The communications group is working at seeing how we can use our website, facebook and 
newsletter, as well as our informal networks, to help maintain our parish life. Various ideas at the moment are 
developing prayer and Stations of the Cross through the website and You Tube.  Thanks for them for the work they are 
doing. On this Sunday we would like to invite you to join us with traditional Polish sung devotion called Lenten 
Lamentations on our parish website. By selecting on the parish website the YouTube frame the little icon CC you could 
access English translation to follow Polish words sung by our parishioner. And also you will find on the website our 
parishioners have prepared recordings of Liturgy of the Word to help us reflect on the readings of the Mass. 
Cleaners: The churches and halls are still being cleaned though in a limited way.  We are also arranging for a deep 
clean of all buildings to take place when we can occupy our churches again. 
Thinking ahead: We do not know what the situation will be like when life gets back to some kind of normality.  Some if 
not many people will have been scarred by it. A small group is going to share by email on we how might identify the 
needs and how we could respond to them. Anyone in the parish who would like to join in that discussion is welcome. 
Contact Fr.Hand 
Food delivery: Some people have pointed out to us some firms other than the major supermarkets who deliver cooked 
meals and uncooked meat etc.  If you want that information please contact the parish house.  
Christian Meditation Online 
Experience the joy of God´s healing presence during Christian meditation this special Lent. As long as the lock-down 
lasts, we meditate on Skype on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. and Fridays at 7.30 p.m. The up-to-date schedule and 
connection instructions are here: https://www.meetup.com/Christian-Meditation-Group/events/ 
Contact info -  mobile: 0771 777 2614  Facebook: http://on.fb.me/1cuO5QJ 
Scottish Catholic Observer: Please see their page on the parish website and facebook.  The SCO is offering a 
special delivery subscription for £10 for 6 weeks with direct delivery to the door.  
E mail from Magnificat: As there will be no public Masses for an indefinite period and an increasing number of people 
are self-isolating there will undoubtedly be a substantial number of your parishioners who will be unable to get to 
Church for several weeks. To help them follow the Mass, daily prayers, reading, etc. at home, and also keep up with 
the weekly church news we are offering free access to Magnificat online, and for those who would like the Print Edition 
there is a special one-off 4-month subscription to Magnificat and/or a 3-month subscription to The Catholic Herald at 
substantially discounted and affordable prices to ensure that the maximum number of people can take advantage.  
So that as many people as possible take advantage of the free and/or discounted offers can you please make your 
parishioners aware of these options and how to order in any way you are able? They can only be ordered by 
telephoning Margaret on 020 7448 3607 or Paul on 020 7448 3618 between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday. 

 
 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign 
of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, 

with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, 

through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 

– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 

Stipends 
Sun. 29 March – Mass for People 

Mon. 30 March – Cosette Manning 

Tue. 31 March  – Lucy Roszeowska 

Wed. 1 April – Thomas Cannon 

Thu. 2 April  – Clem Slimon 

Fri. 3 April – Eleanor Hamilton 

Sat. 4 April 

Sun. 5 April – Mass for People 
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