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5th April 2020 – Palm Sunday - A, page 182. 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7, Psalm 21: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

Second Reading: Philippinians 2:6-11;  

Gospel: The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 26:14-27:66.  

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

This weekend walking with Jesus into Jerusalem and then walking out of Jerusalem with him to his 
Crucifixion outside of Jerusalem will have special meaning for us. We are anxious about the 
presence of the virus in our country. We may be becoming bored with being enclosed. We may be 

finding it difficult not knowing when the lockdown will end. I think we may not be having to search 

hard for occasions of penance.  

It is hard to overestimate the pressures of this time in our country’s history, but perhaps we can 
also take time to thank God for the gift of Jesus’ love for us and for that is being expressed in 
ordinary life in and extraordinary situation. We think of neighbour helping neighbour, of families 

supporting one another, of the telephone calls we are making to old friends that somehow we have 
not contacted for a while. We thank God for how people who work for the NHS are showing up for 

work steadily and enduringly. 

I thank God for how so many parishioners, while caring for people in unseen ways, are also giving 

time to the ongoing work and care of the parish. The pastoral council with additional help have 
been working on developing our contact lists and on phoning parishioners, particularly those over 
70, but also intend to phone more parishioners generally just to keep in contact.  Others have been 

working on developing various kinds so of contact through the parish webpage, facebook and 

parish newsletter, and this weekend we intend to stream the Palm Sunday Mass.  

Not able to go to Communion and Confession? Read again what Archbishop Cushley said on 

Spiritual Communion last week.  

We know that Jesus is present in many ways in our lives, especially when we come to Mass. He is 
present when we as the Church come together on Sunday, when we hear God’s Word, when we 
make ourselves one with the proclaiming of the Eucharistic Prayer, when we receive  Communion , 

and when hearing at the end of Mass the words ‘Go and proclaim the Gospel of the Lord’ we go and 
live like Jesus.  We may not be able to go to Communion but during that time we can give 
ourselves to him.  We can read and reflect on the Scripture, not physically together but one in 

heart and mind. We may not be physically present, but we can answer the call to proclaim Jesus to 

the world by the way we pray show the forgiveness and mercy of Jesus in our lives. 

Sacrament of Penance:  Pope Francis has repeated the traditional teaching of the Catholic that if 
a Catholic would like to go to Confession and is prevented by circumstance from doing so, she or 
he by saying an Act of Contrition or Sorrow is truly forgiven. This time is a great challenge to live 

the mercy of Jesus in our lives.  

Pope Francis on 20th March: God welcomes every repentant sinner with open arms, he said. "It's 

like going home." 

Lent is a special time "to let God wash us, purify us, to let God embrace us," the Pope said, and the 

best place for that is the confessional. 

"But many people today would tell me, 'Father, where can I find a priest, a confessor, because I 

can't leave the house? And I want to make peace with the Lord, I want him to embrace me, I want 

the Father's embrace.'" 

The pope said his response would be, "Do what the Catechism (of the Catholic Church) says. It is 
very clear: If you cannot find a priest to confess to, speak directly with God, your father, and tell 

him the truth. Say, 'Lord, I did this, this, this. Forgive me,' and ask for pardon with all your heart." 

Make an act of contrition, the pope said, and promise God, "'I will go to confession afterward, but 

forgive me now.' And immediately you will return to a state of grace with God." 
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The Catechism of the Catholic Church, N. 1452, says: "When it arises from a love by which God is 

loved above all else, contrition is called 'perfect' — contrition of charity. Such contrition remits 
venial sins; it also obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the firm resolution to have 

recourse to sacramental confession as soon as possible." 

Be aware this week of the call to help one another carry the Cross.  
Let us pray for one another, 

Fr. Hand 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Streaming Mass and Holy Week Services: We are attempting to stream our Masses and 

services starting from now. We do not have a good enough broadband to broadcast live, and we 
will have to record the services.   
Mass for Palm Sunday will be available from 10.00am this Sunday.   

Maundy Thursday:  Mass will be available at 7.00pm. After Mass there will a meditation on the 
washing of the feet available as a link. (from Holy Cross church) 
Good Friday:  The Celebration of the Passion will be available at 3.00pm and onwards. (from St. 

Margaret Mary’s church) 
Holy Saturday: Blessing of the Food. 12.00 noon. There will be an English blessing but a Scripture 
reading in Polish. (from St. Margaret Mary’s church) 

Easter Vigil:  We are not going to attempt to stream the Easter Vigil 
Easter Sunday Mass: This Mass will be streamed and will be available from 10.00am onwards on 
Easter Sunday. (from Holy Cross) 

 
Links: There are other helps to prayer on the website, including Stations of the Cross, the 
Maundy Thursday meditation, Lenten Lamentations, other prayers and meditations 

 

Finance: We have been asked how people can continue to support their parish when we cannot 
put money in the plate at church. If your income has been impacted by the crisis, please do not 
feel obliged to contribute at this time. If your income is secure and you wish to contribute, the 

best option would be to set up a standing order. If you have online banking you can set this 
up quickly using the parish sort code and account number (if your circumstances change this can 
be amended/cancelled). Alternatively you can donate using electronic banking. The Parish 

account details for the standing order are online banking are: Sort Code: 80-02-33; 
Account Number: 00776343 
Account name: Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh – Holy Cross 
I thank those who have donated to the St. Vincent de Paul Society, who are standing by to respond to requests for 
help, and those who have special contributions to the running of the parish. 
 

Funerals are a particularly difficult time for people at the moment. No service can take place in the church and only 15 
people can be present at the committal service. I will be suggesting to families, if we have funerals during our lockdown, 
that when the lockdown is finished we plan on having a Requiem Mass to which everyone that would have wanted to 
be at the funeral can be invited.   

Scottish Catholic Observer: Please see their page on the parish website and facebook.  The SCO 

is offering a special delivery subscription for £10 for 6 weeks with direct delivery to the door.  

Stipends 
Sun. 5th April – Mass for People 

Mon. 6th April –  Jean McCullough 

Tue. 7th April  – Hamish McGlynn 

Wed. 8th April – Special Intention 

Thu. 9th April  –  

Fri. 10th April –Sat. 10 April 

Sun. 11th April – Mass for People 


