
Professor Jason Leitch CBE, National Clinical Director 
Daily briefing: 24 April 2020 
 
I wanted to acknowledge the outstanding contribution of Scotland’s faith 
communities during these very difficult weeks. Their commitment to 
helping others is always evident, but it is even more appreciated right 
now. I have seen amazing examples of community help from many faith 
groups all over the country. 
 
We recognise the difficultly in being unable to come together or attend 
your place of worship. I have also seen wonderful examples of faith 
groups learning how to gather – virtually, using zoom or face time or 
whatever mechanism they happen to use. However, our faith 
communities are resilient. You have demonstrated, that by helping those 
most in need and finding new ways to communicate, you can continue 
that resilience. 
 
Faith is such an important part of many people’s lives and the ability to 
come together to celebrate festivals, including Ramadan, is often key to 
that. But we know the faith communities recognise these restrictions are 
vital. 
 
We continue to engage with faith leaders all over the country and 
communities and support them. We have funded a number of faith 
organisations to support engagement with their congregations, as well 
as to provide food and other necessities where that’s required. We 
remain committed to those faith communities. 
 
It also gives me an opportunity to move from them to a group of people 
who are not often celebrated within our health and social care 
community and that’s our spiritual care and chaplaincy teams who 
provide support and comfort to patients and families 365 days 24/7.  
 
Chaplains, like many in our Health and Social Care environment, have 
had to find new ways of working and the right balance between showing 
up on the ward and offering safe support, often no longer face-to-face. A 
huge amount of this work has been done by telephone or video-
conferencing - particularly for staff and bereavement support. 
 
When a patient sadly dies, chaplains have been giving invaluable 
emotional and spiritual support to patients, families and staff; passing on 
messages and ensuring every effort is made to involve families as much 
as we can with the restrictions in place. 



 
I genuinely want to thank those teams of chaplains and spiritual carers 
across our health and social care system. 
 
My final point leads me to funerals and you have heard a say from this 
forum a number of times how hard it is for us to have those funerals 
restricted. But we recognise how important rituals and gatherings are for 
people grieving the passing of a loved one, particularly at a time like this.  
 
However, those attending a funeral service should be kept to an 
absolute minimum and direct family, and those there should, if there are 
in different households keep the 2 metre physical distancing if they 
possibly can. 
 
Where possible, I would urge all those unable to attend to view them in 
some other way. And organisations who help with funerals all over the 
country are now in a place to advice you how to do that. Once again, 
thank you for everything that you are doing.  


