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3rd May 2020 – 4th Sunday of Easter - A, page 262. 

First Reading: Acts 2:14.36-41, Psalm 22: “The Lord is my Shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.”  

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:20-25;  

Gospel: John 10:1-10. “I am the gate of the sheepfold.” 

As we enter the month of May, Mary is held out to us by the Gospels and the Church as our 

model of what it means to be quiet, faithful and committed follower of Jesus.  That is specially 

seen in the Gospel of Luke where Mary is with Jesus from birth to death.  As we continue our 

lockdown and live with the anxiety of the coronavirus, we are called to live now as faithful 

disciples.   

The old saying is that the act makes the habit and the habit makes the virtue. Our society 

tends to look down on the idea of habit, of sameness.  Everything must be new if not unique. 

Perhaps that is especially true about faith.  That is to confuse something being new and 

something being in need of renewal. Our Catholic sense of faith is that we do the same things 

over and over, but always with a sense of renewing and deepening ourselves, our prayer and 

the loving way of life that comes from prayer. We pray as individuals but always with a sense 

of praying with the whole Church.  We celebrate the Mass as a community of disciples. Like 

the disciples in the Acts of the Apostles we try to pray together, to share our lives in some real 

way and reach out to those both in and out of our community who are in any kind of need.  

When that action of going out to Mass, of making going to Mass a habit, is stopped as it is just 

now, it is a shock to our system.  That is why finding ways of prayer through streamed 

Masses and using the various helps to prayer in the parish website and many other 

websites can be useful and comforting to us. At this stage in the lockdown when it seems likely 

that we will not get back to Sunday Mass soon, it is so important that we deepen in our efforts 

to deepen our sense of being disciples who stick by Jesus no matter what.   

As well as not going to Mass being a shock, it is possible for us to become too accustomed to 

not being there.   In this month of May we pray that our faith will always stay as fresh as 

Mary’s, and that like her we keep longing to be with Jesus and the other disciples.  We ask for 

the intercession of Mary in the parish to make us people of habit: the habit of appreciating one 

another, the habit of gathering for the Mass, and the habit of working together for those who 

suffer in any way.  We ask also for the prayers of the sick and housebound, who cannot come 

to Mass, that we may come together in the church when the time is right.  

Sincerely,  Fr. Hand 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pope Francis: One’s relationship with Jesus “is intimate, it is personal, but it is in a 
community,” and this closeness to Christ without community, without the Eucharist, without 

the people of God assembled together and “without the sacraments is dangerous,” he said.  
It is dangerous, he said, because people could start living their relationship with God “for just 

myself, detached from the people of God.”  Santa Maria 17th April  

We pray for Janet Black who has died. Her funeral service will take place on the 8th May. 
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Sacramental Preparation:  We welcome in a special way today the children and parents who 
in spite of difficult circumstances are trying to continue their preparation for First Communion 

and First Confession.  In the first year of preparation we carry out at this time of year we carry 
out the rite of water in which we commit ourselves living in the Spirit. For the children in the 

second year of preparation. We are carrying out the rite of election, when we the parish say 
we think these children are ready to go towards First Communions.  The parents are asked to 
renew their commitment to helping the children pray for the sacraments. We too, the 

congregation, are asked to make a commitment to witnessing to the children what being a 
community of disciples means.  

Parish Money: A number of people have mentioned that they are concerned about having 

money for various parish activities at home e.g. collection plate money, SCIAF money, SVDP 
money and others.  Tom Stewart will be in the entrance of the parish house this  Sunday 

between 11.30am -12.00noon to take any of these  monies that people want to hand in. He 

will be at St.Margaret Mary’s at 2.00pm.  
Tea & Coffee after Mass The Parish Council is aware that many Parishioners miss this 

interaction therefore we are proposing to set up a virtual Tea & Coffee event after Mass using 
Zoom technology. Details are coming soon. 

PS you need to supply your own tea or coffee  
The Big Wave – Parishioners are missing one another. It has been has suggested that any 
parishioner who wants to record themselves sending just a wave to everyone (no voice 

messages please) could send their recording to Niamh Smith who will create The Big Wave and 
we will share it via this email distribution list and on the Website.  

Please send your recorded wave to the parish office hx_mm@btinternet.com with “Big Wave” 
in the email subject line, and we will forward it straight to Niamh.  
Telephone/Caring Group: This group has continued to organise phoning of parishioners, 

particularly those 70 and above. Thanks to the 15 people involved in this. It is also with the 
rest of the groups trying to contact those parishioners we don’t have contact details for. It now 

is putting up posters around the area in English and Polish describing how the parish is 
offering to help the local community.  

SCIAF: message from SCIAF 
Please look into the SCIAF website to get news of the Bishops’ agency is doing worldwide.  Like all 

charities it is suffering from the present situation. It is however trying to continue with its work.  We 

haven’t been able to have the SCIAF collection yet but we hope to do so in time.  

SCIAF writes: ‘Even in these times, through SCIAF, the kindness and compassion of the Church in 

Scotland reaches out to families around the world who are trapped in poverty. In the light of the 

Resurrection, you give fresh hope to those who need it most.’ Our BACS details are: 

SCIAF  Sort code: 83-21-08   Acc: 16021287’.If you are able to donate directly to SCIAF 

before  20th May the government will double the amount.  
 

Contact Information: We are trying to get parishioners’ email addresses and phone numbers 
and failing that to get their addresses. This is so that we can attempt to keep in contact with 
you by sending the newsletter out and by phoning you when possible. Please use the form on 

the website or send your details to the parish office directly.  
In particular we are short of details on parishioners who go to the 11.00am Mass.  

Also we hope that the large Polish community and other immigrant communities will 
send in their contact details.  
Parishioners in Care/Nursing Homes and Hospital:  We would be grateful for names and 

contact information (i.e. place of residence and mobile number if person has one) of 
parishioners in nursing and care homes and hospitals.  Please send the details to the parish 

house on the email address or tel. number at the head of the newsletter). 

Finance: Thanks to those who have decided to use electronic banking or standing order. The Parish 

account details for the standing order are online banking are: Sort Code: 80-02-33; Account 

Number: 00776343. Account name: Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh – Holy Cross 
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Sebastian Raj is a parishioner at ST MM and will be well known to our St MM parishioners as he 
plays the Guitar along with Michelle, Harriet & Nora in the Music Group. We checked up to see how 
he is doing in Lockdown: Sebastian tells me he is from South India from Chennai and works in 
Edinburgh for a software company doing computer related things. “Lockdown is a new experience 
for me, I am working from home at the moment and I’ve never been logged on at home on my 
computer for 3 or 4 weeks before. I am missing the Church activity and particularly missed the 
normal Easter Services. I enjoy watching the Masses online but they are not the exact alternative to 
the real thing. I often watch Masses online from India which are in my own natural language. These 
help me to realign myself. I was supposed to be getting married in June in India. This has been 
cancelled now which is a terrible disappointment. My fiancé lives in India, I’ve known her for 2 years 
and we have met a few times. We hope we can be married instead in maybe August but there is no 
certainty. It will depend on when flights are back on and countries are open again. Maybe if there is 
a vaccine that is ready then we can make change to move on from lockdown. I live by myself, and I 
go to Morrison’s off Ferry Rd . I live close to St MM church. I am keeping safe and well and so far I 
am lucky my job is safe and I can do it at home. I am staying home apart from when I go for a walk 
on the cycle path once a day . It can get busy on the cycle path with cyclists and dog walkers so 
maybe I’ll find a new route to walk soon.  I am missing my friends at St MM and the religious 
activities that I enjoy there. Please say hello to everyone from me!”  
  
Dorota Karpinska-Malec and Piotr Malec are a Polish couple who attend St MM. They have lived 
in this area for 7 years with 2 lovely daughters Hanna (in P4) & Mia ( in P1). The girls really enjoy 
attending Holy Cross school. Lockdown has been a journey. In the beginning I was worried 
because of little Mia’s health conditions –she has respiratory problems as a result of her being 
Downs Syndrome. But after a while I trusted in Jesus and his will. We are having a stress free time 
– we no longer have to attend many Doctor’s appointments for Mia – normally we have many 
check-ups – Hearing and optometrists. Mia also usually attends a lot of groups for support but 
these are all cancelled at the moment. Also we don’t have to rush to school in the morning as Holy 
Cross is closed. It’s an amazing school especially for Mia. So instead we can spend time together 
as a family, and I do my job at home as I am a carer for Mia. Piotr is a Key worker and works 4 
days per week, but is free in the evenings so we can go a family walk altogether. We are all safe 
and well. I can go to the shops and he can stay with the girls. We are home schooling the girl sat 
the moment – Hanna loves reading and writing and Mia is happy to play . I wanted to highlight to 
others in the Parish that there is a UK law for Coronavirus that says for people with particular 
Health Conditions like autism and learning disabilities they can leave the house for more exercise 
and can travel out with the permitted area. I also wanted to say we have been so amazed and 
grateful to receive many offers of help and support from many people and from lots of different 
charities and organisations. We really miss attending Mass and receiving Holy Communion. We 
love watching the St MM and HX Masses online and think it’s like watching a movie! Our girls have 
made a little video of them waving and sent it to be added to the Wave Movie that the Parish is 
making. 
 

Stipends 

Sun. 3rd May   Mass for the People 

Monday    Special Intention    

Tuesday   Margaret Donnelly     

Wednesday   Intentions of Anne Twomey 

Thursday   Agnes Higgins 

Friday   Janet Black 

Sun. 10th May – Mass for People 


