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10th May 2020 – 5th Sunday of Easter - A, page 265. 

First Reading: Acts 6:1-7,  

Psalm 32: “May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you.”  

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:4-9;  

Gospel: John 14:1-12. “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.” 

Robert McGee, chairperson of the pastoral council 

Like many Parishioners I have recently been on a journey which I would never in my wildest 
dreams have imagined being on. Since 23rd March when it was announced by The Scottish 

Government that people would have to self isolate, social distance and stay at home the 
people in our country, city and church community have been impacted to greater or lesser 
degree.  

In the early days of the lockdown our priority as a Parish Council was to identify what our key 
responsibilities were to Parishioners and the local Community as a whole and quickly start to 

communicate with them.  

We have established 4 groups within the Parish, each with a leader to coordinate activities in:  

Communication - Technical production of the Online Masses and Services, Newsletter, 
building on our contacts lists, posting Newsletters, engaging with Community Councils and 

local schools and providing communications support to the other groups. Consider new means 

of communication and technologies to engage with as many Parishioners as possible. 

Contacting - Lists of Parishioners over 60 & 70 years were established including people who 
were in hospital or care establishments and initial contact was made with these people to 
ensure they were aware we were here to help and support them in any way. This group of 

volunteers have built up a good rapport with their people and speak to them as regularly as 

they want.   

Liturgy & Spirituality - Coordination of the readers and musicians to contribute to the online 
Masses & Services which we have all experienced and has been extraordinary.  This group also 

has responsibility for working with Fr Hand on the liturgy and also to produce and gather ideas 
for what could go onto our website and Facebook page during the lockdown period. Children's 

Liturgy has be included within this group to ensure appropriate material is available for 

younger Parishioners to use. 

Future - Consideration for how we come out of the lockdown is as important as how we went 
in therefore this group has been tasked with considering what adjustments we will be required 

to make and the practical solutions that need to be put in place based on when and how 
Churches will be allowed to reopen. Also this group is trying to identify what may be deep 
seated effects from the experience of the virus and lock down.  These effects may have quite 

an influence on how we may try to develop our parish life in the years to come.  

These groups meet individually to confirm their specific action plans are being completed and 
then all the groups come together for a wider discuss and ensure we have a coordinated 
approach to everything that we do. 

Many Parishioners will continue to be in self isolation until at least the 22nd June (12 weeks) 
and I don't anticipate that there will be any relaxing of social distancing requirements in the 

next three weeks for everyone else, therefore we will need to continue on our unimaginable 
journey and stay strong, supportive and at home. 
Regards 

Robert 
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We pray for Janet Black who has died. Her funeral service took place on the 8th May. 

We pray for Yvonne McPherson who has died.  

Parish Money: Finance: Thanks to those who have decided to use electronic banking or 
standing order. The Parish account details for the standing order are online banking 

are: Sort Code: 80-02-33; Account Number: 00776343. Account name: Archdiocese 
of St Andrews & Edinburgh – Holy Cross 

A number of people have mentioned that they are concerned about having money for various 
parish activities at home e.g. collection plate money, SCIAF money, SVDP money and others.  
Tom Stewart will be in the entrance of the parish house this Sunday between 11.30am -

12.00noon to take any of these monies that people want to hand in. He will be at St. Margaret 
Mary’s at 12.30pm-1.00pm. 

Diocesan Help: The diocese has been investigating ways to make it easier to offer your 
normal financial support of the Church.  We will say more about this next week.  

The Big Wave – Parishioners are missing one another. It has been has suggested that any 
parishioner who wants to record themselves sending just a wave to everyone (no voice 

messages please) could send their recording to Niamh Smith who will create The Big Wave and 
we will share it via this email distribution list and on the Website.  

Please send your recorded wave to the parish office hx_mm@btinternet.com with “Big Wave” 

in the email subject line, and we will forward it straight to Niamh. It is not too late to do so.  

SCIAF: message from SCIAF 
SCIAF writes: ‘Even in these times, through SCIAF, the kindness and compassion of the 
Church in Scotland reaches out to families around the world who are trapped in poverty. In the 

light of the Resurrection, you give fresh hope to those who need it most.’ Our BACS details 
are: 
SCIAF  Sort code: 83-21-08   Acc: 16021287’. If you are able to donate directly to 

SCIAF before  20th May the government will double the amount.  

Contact Information: We are trying to get parishioners’ email addresses and phone numbers 
and failing that to get their addresses. If you have not been receiving the email through the 

email or post please send your contact details to the parish office on email above and we will 
forward them to Robert McGee. WE particularly lacking the details of many of our immigrant 

communities.  

Masks: A parishioner has stitched some fabric face masks and is happy to donate surplus to 

any parishioner who has been isolating for the last few weeks and are now ready to venture a 
little further but would feel more comfortable doing so with some protection. I also have a 

pattern and fabric available should any sewers in the parish with free time on their hands wish 
to make more.  These are the non-medical masks that many opinions hold to give a small 
degree of protection useful when social distancing is hard to maintain. 

Contact Angela 0131 478 0648 to request a mask or further info on making them. 

 

Anna Martino, who is a regular parishioner at Holy Cross has been telling me how she has 
been coping during the lockdown.  She keeps busy with housework and baking and has just 

baked an Italian Easter cake albeit a bit late. She also has an allotment which she has been 
planting. 

Whilst chatting to two neighbours one evening about how to keep fit, one neighbour, whose 
husband used to play rugby for Scotland, asked if they would like to do a street exercise class. 
This started with a small number of neighbours coming into their front gardens and Jenny 

played music and lead the class.  Very soon the number grew and people are coming from all 
around the neighbourhood to exercise in the street at a safe distance.  Anna also says that the 

tv cameras came round last week and that she was interviewed and appeared on TV. 
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Molly and Andrew Grant 

Molly and Andrew have lived in the parish for a long time and have three grown up sons, 
Douglas, Lachlan and Gavin. Their sons are making sure that they follow the lockdown 

guidelines - Douglas organises the weekly shopping and delivers it to them and Lachlan 
ensures they’re stocked up in between, and is able to visit for a while in their garden because 
it is accessed at the side of the house.  Their youngest son, Douglas, lives in France, and they 

keep in touch with him by phone and through the internet as they regularly do. 

Andrew is enjoying spending time in the garden which he has always done but he helps in the 

house too.  In fact, Molly said that the house is getting a lot more attention than usual!  They 
are going out for a walk together when they can and enjoying the good weather.  Molly used 
to teach yoga, so she is more than capable of exercising on her own without the online 

guidance available, but she misses the company of friends at the yoga classes at Edinburgh 
Leisure’s Ainslie Park Centre.  Probably due to her yoga, Molly enjoys just being still, enjoying 

the peace and quiet, and she also enjoys sudoku and reading.  Like most of us, they miss 
socialising with friends for a meal or having a chat over a coffee or a drink.   

They appreciate the ways the parish is keeping in touch – the online bulletin, the online 

Sunday Mass and enjoy listening to Fr Hand’s sermons. They are happy to just get on with life 
as it is just now and are coping very well with lockdown. 

  

Stipends:  

Sunday 10th May   Mass for the People 
Monday   Intentions of Fr. Peter 

Tuesday   Yvonne McPherson 
Wednesday Special Intention 

Thursday Frank Casey 

Friday  
Saturday 

Sunday 17th   Mass for the People.  


