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17th May 2020 – 6th Sunday of Easter - A, page 268. 

First Reading: Acts 8:5-8. 14-17, Psalm 64: “Cry out with joy to God all the earth.”  

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:15-18;  

Gospel: John 14:15-21. “I shall ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate.” 

Feast of the Ascension:  Thursday 21st May. Mass will be streamed at 10.00am 

and is on the website for the rest of the day. To celebrate the Feast of the Ascension please make 
every effort to let the streamed Mass deepen your sense of what the Ascension means.  

Pentecost Novena: Please find on the parish website a Novena leading to Pentecost (start it on Friday 

22nd and do until Saturday 30th .The Novena will be prayed at 6.00pm in the parish each evening. Why don’t 
as many people as possible do it at the same time.  If you can’t do that time, try and fix a set time every day 
to do it. It takes a few minutes; you can spend as long a time as you want on it.  

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  

You may have seen in the media that the bishops have set up a working party to examine how the Church 
could suggest ways in which the Catholic Churches of Scotland could be opened. The can be done only in 
negotiation with the Scottish government. Our parish had set up a working party slightly earlier so that we 
could begin to plan how the churches could open and how that would work out in practices with the churches 
being so different. It is an extremely complicated exercise.  We have to take into account: 

• how many people could each church take if the government guidelines are strictly adhered to 

• how would the people get in and out of the church safely 

• how would Communion be organized without people squeezing past one another 

• how would the host be given without the risk of spreading infection 

• what kind of cleaning regime would be necessary each time the church was used.  

• how would places be allocated when Sunday Masses are permitted,  

• if as is likely the churches are open at first for visits to the Blessed Sacrament, how will that be organized 

• if weekday Masses are permitted before general Sunday ones, how would places be allocated.  

 
We will be guided by the national committee, which has two first class scientists on it. When the time comes, 
we however have to judge what we can do in our own particular situations. 
 
I suspect it is likely that Mass as we knew it before the lockdown may not start until the New Year and 
perhaps a good bit into the new year.  
This could be experienced as news that could knock the stuffing out of us. I hope we can react to the 
challenge with the same faith, love and joy that we have shown since 23rd March. Also I think the churches 
will open in stages, and I don’t think we shall be totally shut out of them.  
 
I invite everyone to support the various ideas that are coming forward within the parish for us to pray 
together, particularly through the parish website.  All ideas are welcome.  
 
You will find a list of what prayer aids are available in the website. 
Fr. Hand 
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We pray for Joseph Gilhooley who has died. His funeral will take place on 29th May in 

Warriston Crematorium.  
We pray for Myra Jeske  who has died.  Her funeral will take place on 29th  

May in Warriston Crematorium 
We pray for Yvonne McPherson who has died. Her funeral will take place on Wednesday at 
Warriston Crematorium. To join family online follow www.obitus.com with user name: 

warriston3462 and password: 664374 on Wed 20th May 2020 at 11.55am - 12.45 pm 

Parish Money: Finance: Thanks to those who have decided to use electronic banking or 
standing order. The Parish account details for the standing order are online banking 

are: Sort Code: 80-02-33; Account Number: 00776343. Account name: Archdiocese 
of St Andrews & Edinburgh – Holy Cross 

Tom Stewart will be in the entrance of the parish house this Sunday between 12.30pm -
1.00pm to take any of these monies that people want to hand in. He will be at St. Margaret 

Mary’s at 1.30pm-2.00pm. 
Diocesan Help: The diocese has been investigating ways to make it easier to offer your 
normal financial support of the Church.  

The Big Wave – Parishioners are missing one another. It has been has suggested that any 

parishioner who wants to record themselves sending just a wave to everyone (no voice 
messages please) could send their recording to the parish office. Niamh Smith will create The 
Big Wave and we will share it via this email distribution list and on the Website.  

Please send your recorded wave to the parish office hx_mm@btinternet.com with “Big Wave” 

in the email subject line, and we will forward it straight to Niamh. It is not too late to do so.  

SCIAF: SCIAF  Sort code: 83-21-08   Acc: 16021287’. If you are able to donate directly to 
SCIAF before  20th May the government will double the amount.  

 

Faith Communities and Chaplains and Professor Jason Leitch CBE, National Clinical 
Director:  Professor Leitch in his daily briefing of 24th April acknowledged ‘the outstanding 
contribution of Scotland’s faith communities’ during the ongoing crisis.  He thanked chaplains 

and spiritual carers, ‘who are often not celebrated within our health and social care 
community’ for the work they were doing.  He also thanked the families of those who have 

died for their co-operation in following the government’s funeral policies.  See the full 

statement on the parish website, diocesan information. 

Contact Information: We are trying to get parishioners’ email addresses and phone numbers 
and failing that to get their addresses. If you have not been receiving the email through the 

email or post please send your contact details to the parish office on email above and we will 
forward them to Robert McGee. We are particularly lacking the details of many of our 

immigrant communities.  

Masks: A parishioner has stitched some fabric face masks and is happy to donate surplus to 
any parishioner who has been isolating for the last few weeks and are now ready to venture a 

little further but would feel more comfortable doing so with some protection. I also have a 
pattern and fabric available should any sewers in the parish with free time on their hands wish 

to make more.  These are the non-medical masks that many opinions hold to give a small 
degree of protection useful when social distancing is hard to maintain. 

Contact Angela 0131 478 0648 to request a mask or further info on making them. 
 
Social Media Protocol: The National Communications Commission has issued a social media 

protocol for priests, but it might have some useful points for everyone, especially those who 
are using social media for Church and parish business.  Please find it on the website, diocesan 

information.  
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Clare and Archie Gray 
We are fortunate enough to have a big garden and enough room to self-isolate when we feel the need! Archie spends a 
lot of time in the garden - he always has - but now the garden is looking very well as are my cupboards.... 

On March 13th we went by bus to Glasgow overnight for an evening meeting and a family funeral next day. Well it was 
free, and the bus was packed, people coughing and spluttering as always. 

We are members of the Neil Munro Society. He wrote the Para Handy stories as well as other novels etc. His works 
were all out of print and the Society was set up to get them all back in print. They have done so but we still meet up 
twice a year with a guest speaker and some musical entertainment. That night no one shook hands, and everyone sat 
further apart than usual. The central Glasgow hotel we use is always busy, but it was empty. They'd had many 
cancellations 

Next morning, we went to the funeral in Greenock by train and the station was quiet and everyone kept apart - social 
distancing. We found it strange but realised Glasgow was taking things more seriously. We came back by train. So, we 
were sort of prepared for Lockdown. 

Our family have been very good, shopping, visiting at the front door, emailing, phoning etc. Our retired doctor daughter 
has volunteered to go back 3 days a week to work for NHS24. We are very proud of her but worried for her too. Her 
family are all working from home either here or in Aberdeen. The Aberdeen daughter has a "blog" which makes 
suggestions to help entertain children at home. Lots of hits! 

Our New Zealand son and family send regular photographs. In one our son is holding his 4 month old grandson while 
involved in a conference call. The baby is engrossed in the 9 way split screen and is wearing one of his grandfather's 
dress shirts and a black tie. They say he doesn't wear a collar and tie in his pram. In another video our son sports a very 
short haircut. Then he puts his head down to show a happy face emoji cut into his hair. 

Our younger son and his family are also working from home where possible but one works for Amazon so he can't, and 
our daughter-in-law works at St Columba's Hospice so she can't. He has ordered and paid for 2 new puppies (Saint 
Bernards) to add to the elderly one he already has. He gets them in a couple of weeks. That is looking ahead! 

Lots of people phone, email and wave and it is very comforting to know they are thinking of us. I enjoy Mass on the 
computer. I could get used to this! It all helps since we have also heard of 2 slightly older friends who both were in care 
homes who died this week. God bless them, RIP, but another who was in intensive care is now home. 

With grateful thanks to all in the parish who are doing so much to keep us together, specially the top Hand. 

Archie added this PS – “Clare puts on her Sunday best to attend the on-line Mass!” 

 

Stipends:  

Sunday 17th  Mass for the People 
Monday   Terri Higgins 

Tuesday   Margaret Ross 
Wednesday Yvonne McPherson 

Thursday Special Intention 
Friday   William and Jessie Tippett 

Saturday 

Sunday 24th Mass for the People 
 

 


