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24th May 2020 – 7th Sunday of Easter - A. 

First Reading: Acts 1:12-14, Psalm 26: “I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness  

in the land of the living” Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:13-16;  

Gospel: John 17:1-11. “Father, glorify your Son.” 

Pentecost Sunday: Next Sunday is Pentecost Sunday 

Pentecost Novena: Please find on the parish website a Novena leading to Pentecost 

(continue or start it today  and do so until Saturday 30th .The Novena will be prayed at 6.00pm 

in the parish each evening. Fr. Hand will lead the novena through a video on the parish 

website if you would like to makes use of that (time 10 minutes approx.) Why don’t as many 

people as possible do it at the same time.  If you can’t do that time, try and fix a set time 

every day to do it. It can a few minutes; or you can spend as long a time as you want on it.  

Dear Parishioners and Friends 

There seems to be some sign that the restrictions of the corona virus may be lightened soon 
and hopefully continue to be lightened.  I was struck by one of Poland’s bishops saying at the 

start that to co-operate with the restrictions was an act of love of neighbour.  We are asked to 
co-operate in trying to restrict and then suppress the virus. This weekend we could pray as to 

how we are challenged to continue to co-operate with the government in achieving that goal.  
The government is obviously anxious as we all are not to have happen what happened in 
1918-20, when there were two resurgences of the pandemic of flu, each of them very serious 

and causing many deaths.  

With regard to the re-opening of the churches we don’t know when that will happen. We can 

be fairly certain that it will be done in phases, with visits to the church being the first thing to 
be allowed. A couple of weeks ago we set up a group to plan for the re-opening whenever it 

would happen. Some work can be done without the national group reporting back, although 
already some very helpful advice has been given.  Our group has done some work in 

measuring the churches and seeing how many can be got into the churches with observing the 
government guidelines. Also we are in the process of identifying and buying what kind of 

sanitising and cleaning materials we will need.  

Thanks to the parishioners who have co-operated with the interviews we have been doing with 
a view to inviting parishioners to share their experiences during the lockdown.  The purpose of 

this is to let us hear how other parishioners are getting on. Also when the 150th anniversary of 
the parish is celebrated in 2072 the writer of the booklet will have some material with which to 

write about this time. (We have not forgotten the centenary in 2022; we will set up an 

organising group when possible, probably around the end of August this year.). 

We are trying to get as broad a group of people interviewed as possible. There are no ‘special 
parishioners’; all have a story to tell. Please say yes if you are asked to tell your story, but 

equally feel free to say you would rather not if you would prefer not to be interviewed.  

Many people are giving their time and energy to keeping the parish going. Thanks to them at 

this difficult time. 

I hope you are all well. 

Fr. Hand 
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Archdiocesan Online Giving  
Online Giving just got easier !  Many Parishioners have indicated that they would like the 

opportunity to still give their usual weekly offertory but cannot give in the normal way.  This 
new secure system introduced by the Archdiocese provides a method for those who want 

to give an online offertory to their Parish.  They can also gift aid their donation on the same 
page. This could be used on a weekly, monthly or one off basis.  There will be a 2% 
administration charge for the service; note however that this will help us receive and pay out 

money we might not have got in  
How do people give online? Simply click on the either of the links Paya Charity Donations 

below then click the http: link which appears. 
Holy Cross Parish  PayaCharity Donations 

 
Input your name and contact details, card details and the amount of your offertory. Don't 
forget to tick the box for gift aid if you are a tax payer. This will generate a further 25p for 

every pound gifted. 
 
Thank you in anticipation of using this important new means of supporting the Parish. 

 

Pope’s Message for World Day of Social Communications 2020 

 “That you may tell your children and grandchildren” (Ex 10:2). Life becomes history » 
I would like to devote this year’s Message to the theme of storytelling, because I believe that, 
so as not to lose our bearings, we need to make our own the truth contained in good 

stories.  Stories that build up, not tear down; stories that help us rediscover our roots and the 
strength needed to move forward together.  Amid the cacophony of voices and messages that 

surround us, we need a human story that can speak of ourselves and of the beauty all around 
us.  A narrative that can regard our world and its happenings with a tender gaze.  A narrative 
that can tell us that we are part of a living and interconnected tapestry. A narrative that can 

reveal the interweaving of the threads which connect us to one another.” 
Donations can be given online through  https://donor.secure-

operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&period=&reference=COMMS&

hidden_amount=&amount=&type=2 

We pray for Joseph Gilhooley who has died. His funeral will take place on 29th May in 
Warriston Crematorium.  
We pray for Myra Jeske who has died.  Her funeral will take place on 29th  

May in Warriston Crematorium 
We pray for Yvonne McPherson who has died. Her funeral took place on Wednesday at 

Warriston Crematorium. 

The theme for this year’s Day for Life is “Choose Life”. During the coronavirus crisis calls 

from pregnant women are still being received. The archdiocese has a fund to support calls. 
There are also other organisations which Catholics are involved in such as SPUC, Life, 

Pregnancy, Counselling and Care (Scotland); information can be got from the parish office.  
Vocations Mass: The monthly Mass for Vocations will be streamed on the Facebook page of 
St David’s Parish, Dalkeith (@stdavidsdalkeith) on Monday 01 June at 6.30pm. You can also 

watch it live on the Archdiocesan Facebook page (@EdinburghRCdiocese). Please pray for 
more vocations to the priesthood and religious life. 
 

How our parishioners are doing: 

Have lived in the area for 14 years with three children Daniel(S1), Caitlin (P7) and Joshua 
(P5). All children enjoy their respective schools (St Thomas’ and Holy Cross). The start of 

lockdown was a sudden, massive learning curve for us all! Both parents, Kevin and Emma, are 
keyworkers so whilst Emma is able to work from home juggling this plus home schooling 

initially proved a challenge. Especially using the new IT system (MS Teams) that now 
dominates working life as well as schoolwork. The children also miss their extra-curricular 
activities that they looked forward to ever week such as football and swimming. As much as 

they are able to keep in touch with their friends using technology it doesn’t substitute being 
able to see them and actually taking part in the activity.   
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What has been heart warming though, is how quickly the church community and school staff 

came together in support which is a reflection on the warmness of the neighbourhood.  From 
our point of view, it’s been enlightening helping the children do their school work as it has 

been another opportunity to appreciate each other’s strengths and weaknesses.  
Furthermore, we are all safe and well which is to be sincerely appreciated in the current 
climate. We don’t have any family in Edinburgh but we have increased communication with 

them as a result of the lockdown which we have all sincerely enjoyed.  It has taught us what 
we take for granted and  despite the fact that we are all eagerly looking forward to returning 

to the routines we had we will definitely adapt our lifestyle incorporating all the new lovely 
habits we have adopted.  
 

Wave:  It is still not too late for the parish wave. Send it in to the parish office.  
 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS GOES ONLINE DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC. 
 Alcoholics Anonymous members are coping with the Covid-19 pandemic by taking their meetings online. The 
Fellowship of around 40,000 members in Great Britain & Continental European Region have had to adapt to be able to 
continue their recovery. The AA Fellowship normally holds 5,000 face to face meetings a week across AA GB but with 
the Government social distancing policy things have had to change. 
The majority of groups have turned to Zoom, Skype and other online platforms to hold their weekly meetings. 
Tom Fox, a non-alcoholic trustee elect on the AA GB General Service Board, said: "The Fellowship of AA has been 
resourceful and two weeks into the lockdown online meetings have become a lifeline for many recovering alcoholics.  
"They are able to share their experience, strength and hope with each other and use the 12 Steps and the tools of 
recovery to help them through very uncertain times. 
IN EDINBURGH & MIDLOTHIAN THERE ARE CURRENTLY 45 ONLINE AA MEETINGS.  

THESE CAN BE ACCESSED VIA OUR LOCAL WEBSITE AT: https://aa-edinburgh.org.uk/online-meetings/ 

Parish Money: Finance: Thanks to those who have decided to use electronic banking or 
standing order. The Parish account details for the standing order are online banking 

are: Sort Code: 80-02-33; Account Number: 00776343. Account name: Archdiocese 
of St Andrews & Edinburgh – Holy Cross 

SCIAF: SCIAF  Sort code: 83-21-08   Acc: 16021287’. If you are able to donate directly to 
SCIAF before  20th May the government will double the amount.  

 

Contact Information: We are trying to get parishioners’ email addresses and phone numbers 
and failing that to get their addresses. If you have not been receiving the email through the 
email or post please send your contact details to the parish office on email above and we will 

forward them to Robert McGee. We are particularly lacking the details of many of our 

immigrant communities.  

Masks: A parishioner has stitched some fabric face masks and is happy to donate surplus to 
any parishioner who has been isolating for the last few weeks and are now ready to venture a 

little further but would feel more comfortable doing so with some protection. I also have a 
pattern and fabric available should any sewers in the parish with free time on their hands wish 

to make more.  These are the non-medical masks that many opinions hold to give a small 
degree of protection useful when social distancing is hard to maintain. 
Contact Angela 0131 478 0648 to request a mask or further info on making them. 

 

Stipends:  
Sunday 24th  Mass for the People 

Monday   Special Intention (a safe birth) 
Tuesday   Maureen Dooll(sick) 

Wednesday Jenny Ross (sick) 
Thursday Maureen Henderson 

Friday    Joseph Gilhooley 
Saturday 

Sunday 31st Mass for the People 

 


