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31st May 2020 – Solemnity of Pentecost - A. page 288. 

First Reading: Acts 2:1-11, Psalm 103: “Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth” 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13; Gospel: John 20:19-23. “As the Father sent me, so am I 

sending you: receive the Holy Spirit .” 

Pentecost Sunday  

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

It was good to hear of the slight change in the lockdown, which of course is still continuing. As 
you will see below there is real hope that we will manage to get our churches open for private 

prayer in the second phase. Thanks to our Opening our Churches group for the work they are 
doing in trying to plan for this.  

One of things I have been reading and wondering about recently is how best take part in the 
Mass the parish streams on Sundays and how best use the variety of material we have on the 
website. I believe some of the Polish Bishops to help people prepare psychologically for taking 

part in the Mass suggest they change into the clothes they would wear to Mass.  Many years 
ago a well known German theologian expressed concern that people might be taking part in TV 

Mass drinking their coffee and having a burger (in Scotland would that be a bacon roll?). 
Some commentators express concern that we simply are watching the Mass rather than taking 
part.  On the other hand I feel that many people find it a source of real spiritual enrichment.  

It is likely that we will be looking at this at the end of the year or early next year.  In the 
meantime I would be glad to hear your thoughts on your experience of the streamed Mass, by 

phone, letter or email. 
 
I hope you are all well. 

Fr. Hand 
 

Opening the Churches Group 
Hopefully by the time you read this we will have moved in to Phase 1 of the easing of 

lockdown. Small but encouraging steps. It is only when we are able to move past Phase 1 that 
the situation regarding our Churches will change. As we move in to Phase 2 a partial reopening 

will be possible for parishioners to come for private prayer and when we move to Phase 3 we 
may be able to have Sunday services again. HOWEVER, through all of this social distancing 

must be maintained and it is likely that we will be asked to ensure everyone is wearing face 
coverings. Social distancing severely limits the number of people able to be in our Churches at 
any one time and therefore not everyone will be able to attend Mass as they used to. We are 

looking at how best to achieve this and keep everyone safe. There is a national group working 
on infection control and on liturgy.  There is also a diocesan group.  Our group is working on 

such things as assessing how many people we can get into the churches within likely 
guidelines and on getting sanitising equipment.  We will be looking for volunteers to help with 
the re-opening, but will not ask for them until we hear from the national and diocesan groups.  

Please consider offering your services.  
We will update you on this over the coming weeks as more information becomes available.  

(Vic Laing convener of Opening the Churches Group) 
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Archdiocesan Online Giving  
Online Giving just got easier !  Many Parishioners have indicated that they would like the 

opportunity to still give their usual weekly offertory but cannot give in the normal way.  This 
new secure system introduced by the Archdiocese provides a method for those who want 

to give an online offertory to their Parish.  They can also gift aid their donation on the same 
page. This could be used on a weekly, monthly or one off basis.  There will be a 2% 
administration charge for the service; note however that this will help us receive and pay out 

money we might not have got in  
How do people give online? Simply click on the either of the links Paya Charity Donations 

below then click the http: link which appears. 
Holy Cross Parish  PayaCharity Donations 

 
Input your name and contact details, card details and the amount of your offertory. Don't 
forget to tick the box for gift aid if you are a tax payer. This will generate a further 25p for 

every pound gifted. 
 
Thank you in anticipation of using this important new means of supporting the Parish. 
 

We pray for Margaret McPhail who has died. Her funeral will take place on Tuesday at 

Warriston Crematorium.  
We pray for Mary Corner who has died. Her funeral will take place on Wednesday at 

Warriston Crematorium.  
We pray for Joseph Gilhooley who has died. His funeral took place on 29th May in Warriston 
Crematorium.  

We pray for Myra Jeske who has died.  Her funeral took place on 29th May in Warriston 
Crematorium 
 

Sacramental Preparation:  We welcome the boys and girls preparing for First Communion 

and those who are either preparing for or have celebrated First Confession to the streamed 
Mass next Sunday at 10.00am  We will be helping them deepen in their commitment to the 

sacraments.  
 

The theme for this year’s Day for Life is “Choose Life”.  

Moses’ invitation rings out loud and clear: “See, I have set before you this day life and good, 
death and evil. … I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse; therefore choose life, 
that you and your descendants may live” (Dt 30:15, 19).’ Evangelium Vitae, 28 

The theme for Day for Life 2020 is Choose Life, with a particular focus on protecting mothers and 
unborn children, and bringing hope and healing after abortion. 

During the coronavirus crisis calls from pregnant women are still being received. The 
archdiocese has a fund to support calls. There are also other organisations which Catholics are 

involved in such as SPUC, Life, Pregnancy, Counselling and Care (Scotland); information can 
be got from the parish office.  
 

Vocations Mass: The monthly Mass for Vocations will be streamed on the Facebook page of 
St David’s Parish, Dalkeith (@stdavidsdalkeith) on Monday 01 June at 6.30pm. You can also 

watch it live on the Archdiocesan Facebook page (@EdinburghRCdiocese). Please pray for 
more vocations to the priesthood and religious life. 
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (May be used during streamed Mass): My Jesus, I believe 
that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if you were already there, 
and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. (St. Alphonsus Liguori  

https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=EDHOL
https://www.facebook.com/stdavidsdalkeith/
https://www.facebook.com/EdinburghRCdiocese/


In our Parish 
"This week we hear about The Lockdown Experience from the 2 hard working Head Teachers of our 2 parish schools - St 
David’s Primary School and Holy Cross Primary: 
 
Mrs Cusack from St David’s tells us that the school response to lockdown started with them focusing on the school motto : 
"Crux salus mea - The cross is our salvation”. The school staff believe that Jesus is at the centre of all they do when facing 
the challenge of Covid together. They have focussed as a community on reaching out to help others but also helping 
each other and supporting pupils, families, staff, community & Church. The staff have volunteered to work in the Education 
Hub at Craigroyston - to support the children of key workers.  
They also place the welfare of their pupils and families at the heart of what they do - so they have sourced and 
delivered packed lunches x 150 three times a week (450 in total weekly) Due to donations from the community the school 
have given Food Gift Cards; they have themselves as teachers delivered to front doors 26 Food parcels fortnightly (from the 
council) and 80 Family meal packs every Saturday. But Mrs Cusack is keen to highlight that doing all this is more than just 
delivering food. "It enables us to check-in with our families and see how they are doing and help with anything we can.  We 
bring a friendly wave and smile …..and its not just the families that benefit - these deliveries are the highlight of the week for 
staff!”. 
The school has 320 pupils and 60 in the nursery with a staff of around 35-40 people, so this keeps Mrs Cusack busy as she 
supports the school staff as well as the families. And of course the Staff to family home visits allow them to also drop off 
home-learning packs and lend out school ipads so as many pupils as possible have the chance to access digital learning etc.   
Mrs Cusack  stresses the importance of the Catholic teaching and Keeping our Faith alive so the school have been 
promoting the Rosary during the month of May, Sunday Mass and other Feast day masses by putting links on Twitter and 
school website. It was lovely to hear that the school community are encouraging our families to join in community prayer 
every Sunday at 7pm. Mrs Cusack lights her candle at home and uses this time to focus on a shared prayer "A prayer for the 
world” (now on Parish website) for the school and their community. Keep up the good work St David’s!  
 
Mr McDevitt is the Head teacher of Holy Cross Primary. They have around 300 pupils and 15 teaching staff plus lots of 
support staff. He tells us that Holy Cross school closed on 20th March and the pupils have been ‘distance learning’ since 
then. It’s been a massive learning curve for teachers, parents and pupils and as the weeks have gone by, they’ve added new 
initiatives to how they teach. At present they upload a Home Learning Grid every 3 weeks, which provides a range of 
activities to be completed over a period of time, with the kids picking activities as they choose. Each week, the class 
teachers also upload five Additional Tasks, suggesting one is completed each day to offer a bit of structure to home 
teaching.  
Teachers now record two videos for their class each week. The first is a general greeting to their class and the other is 
related to a particular teaching point for that week. Mr McDevitt is also keen that the school continue to have a virtual 
School Assembly on a regular basis and they’ve been really creative about how to do this. He tells me that for 
the first Assembly they’ve shared a video starting with Mr McDevitt with a scrunched up paper with a message in it - and he 
’throws” it over the screen to be caught by the next teacher who opens the paper reads out a school value (eg Respect) and 
scrunches it up and throws it on... the chain reaction shows each teacher displaying one school value each and finishing 
with the uniting word “Holy Cross” at the end. The video also has a familiar song that the children know from singing at 
school so they can sing it at home! Mr McDevitt has also used video to focus on the Feast Day of The Ascension and the 
second Assembly will focus on Pentecost, with a familiar hymn for the children to join in with at home.  
The school are also delivering some food parcels too. Mr McDevitt has been keen to make sure all children can access the 
online learning and they did a survey recently which identified 92% of children were accessing the Learning portal “Teams” 
very well. The school have also been looking at supporting those children who have had problems getting access to the 
teaching and the school have provided other teaching aids, including iPads and stationery.  
The next big project for the staff is to make preparations for their P7 Leavers and try to convene some sort of Leavers 
Assembly with video clips of all the children. He is sad they can’t be together but hope they can work something out, 
and “We miss all of our children very much and so try to keep developing ways in which to stay in contact with 
them.”  Meanwhile he recognises that Lockdown is a huge challenge to his staff, the pupils and the families and he knows 
everyone is trying their best in these difficult times. I'm sure he’ll give all us parents here in the Parish a gold star!  
 

Parish Money: Finance: Thanks to those who have decided to use electronic banking or 
standing order. The Parish account details for the standing order are online banking 
are: Sort Code: 80-02-33; Account Number: 00776343. Account name: Archdiocese 

of St Andrews & Edinburgh – Holy Cross 

 
SCIAF: SCIAF  Sort code: 83-21-08   Acc: 16021287’. If you are able to donate directly to 

SCIAF before  20th May the government will double the amount.  

 



Contact Information: We are trying to get parishioners’ email addresses and phone numbers 

and failing that to get their addresses. If you have not been receiving the email through the 
email or post please send your contact details to the parish office on email above and we will 

forward them to Robert McGee. We are particularly lacking the details of many of our 
immigrant communities.  
 

Masks: A parishioner has stitched some fabric face masks and is happy to donate surplus to 
any parishioner who has been isolating for the last few weeks and are now ready to venture a 

little further but would feel more comfortable doing so with some protection. I also have a 
pattern and fabric available should any sewers in the parish with free time on their hands wish 
to make more.  These are the non-medical masks that many opinions hold to give a small 

degree of protection useful when social distancing is hard to maintain. 
Contact Angela 0131 478 0648 to request a mask or further info on making them. 

 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS GOES ONLINE DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC. 
 Alcoholics Anonymous members are coping with the Covid-19 pandemic by taking their meetings online.  
IN EDINBURGH & MIDLOTHIAN THERE ARE CURRENTLY 45 ONLINE AA MEETINGS.  

THESE CAN BE ACCESSED VIA OUR LOCAL WEBSITE AT: https://aa-edinburgh.org.uk/online-meetings/ 

 
Stipends:  
Sunday 31st   Mass for the People 

Monday   Nancy Kerr 
Tuesday   Teresa Sarkiene 

Wednesday Margaret McPail 
Thursday   Ronnie Orr 
Friday    Fr. Tom Rhatigan. 

Sunday 7th June   Mass for the People 

https://aa-edinburgh.org.uk/online-meetings/

