
Reflections for the Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time 

 

Monday   Matthew 7:4-5   How dare you say to your brother, "Let me take the 
splinter out of your eye", when all the time there is a plank in your own?  

Hypocrite!  Take the plank out of your own eye first, and then you will see 
clearly enough to take the splinter out of your brother's eye.' 

There is a bit of humour here which conjures up a ridiculous picture of someone 
walking around with a plank in their eye.  Jesus is trying to get us to see how 
ridiculous we can be by criticising others when we are far from perfect ourselves. 

Tuesday   Matthew 7:13 -14   Enter by the narrow gate, since the road that 
leads to perdition is wide and spacious, and many take it; but it is a narrow 

gate and a hard road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 
It seems an irony that the road that leads to life is a hard one.  But it is the hard 
road that teaches us what life is all about. 

Wednesday   Matthew 7:15-20   Jesus said to his disciples: 'Beware of false 

prophets who come to you disguised as sheep but underneath are ravenous 
wolves.  You will be able to tell them by their fruits.  Can people pick grapes 

from thorns, or figs from thistles?  In the same way, a sound tree produces 
good fruit but a rotten tree bad fruit.  A sound tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor 
a rotten tree good fruit.  Any tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down 

and thrown on the fire.  I repeat, you will be able to tell them by their fruits.' 
Will people be able to tell that I profess to follow Christ by my fruits? 

Thursday   Matthew 7:24   Therefore, everyone who listens to these words of 

mine and acts on them will be like a sensible man who built his house on rock.  
Rain came down, floods rose, gales blew and hurled themselves against the 

house, and it did not fall: it was founded on rock.   
What is the Word saying to me today. 

Friday   Matthew  8:1-3   After Jesus had come down from the mountain large 
crowds followed him.  A leper now came up and bowed low in front of him.  

'Sir,' he said, 'if you want to, you can cure me.'  Jesus stretched out his hand, 
touched him and said, 'Of course I want to!  Be cured!'  

Look how Jesus really wants to cure the leper.  He also wants to cure me.   
What healing do I need? 

Saturday   Matthew 8:10-12   When Jesus heard this he was astonished and 

said to those following him, 'I tell you solemnly, nowhere in Israel have I found 
faith like this.  And I tell you that many will come from east and west to take 
their places with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob at the feast on the kingdom 

of heaven; but the subjects of the kingdom will be turned out into the dark, 
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 

This is a word of warning to those of us who have had the gift of faith from 

the cradle.  Do we appreciate it?  Do we live it? 


