
PLAN FOR OPENING CHURCHES IN PHASES 2 AND 3 

 

BACKGROUND 

Since the last week of March our Churches have been closed to help prevent the spread 

of Coronavirus and to protect all those who would normally be at Mass. This is a unique situation 

that none of us have faced before and has given us many challenges. 

 

CURRENT SITUATION 

We are now in Phase 1 of the Government plan to ease lockdown restrictions and hopefully 

some of you are benefitting in some way from this. However there is NO change to the situation 

regarding our Churches at this time. Changes will only come as we enter Phase 2 and then 

Phase 3. 

 

PHASE 2 

During Phase 2 Churches will reopen for private prayer for a limited amount of time each week. 

Social distancing requirements and strict hygiene measures will be in place. The procedures may 

seem regimented but the danger from the spread of the virus is far from over and these 

measures are designed to ensure that everyone is protected. These measures will limit the 

number of people able to be in the Church at any one time: approximately 20 in Holy Cross and 

34 in St Margaret Mary’s. The number can change a bit if members of the same household are 

attending. You will be able to book a space to come to Church. This will ensure nobody has 

a wasted journey. 

 

PHASE 3 

During Phase 3 Sunday services will be able to resume but the same social distancing and 

hygiene measures will still be in place as in Phase 2.  Attendance at Mass will be limited by the 

number of people the Church can accommodate while ensuring social distancing. Again the 

booking system will ensure that spaces are allocated and nobody travels unnecessarily.  

We will also rotate so that all those who want to attend Mass get the opportunity one week. 

Unfortunately there will not be enough space for everyone who wants to attend to do so each 

week. Our streamed Masses will continue to be available. 

 

IMPORTANT NFORMATION 

Every precaution will be taken to prevent the spread of the coronavirus with the strict hygiene 

measures that are in place. However the risk can never be completely eliminated. If you are in 

an at risk category then you should consider staying away from any form of gathering until 

much later in the easing of the lockdown process. If you are feeling unwell on the day,  

even if you had planned to come, please stay at home. This protects you and others. 

Please be aware of all those around you at all times and respect social distancing.  

This applies at all time both inside and outside the Church. While you will undoubtedly see 

people you may not have seen for some time please do not congregate in groups before or after 

attending Church. 

  



OPENING TIMES 

Once the Scottish Government announces a move to Phase 2 we will open our Churches 

for private prayer on the following days/times: 

Monday Holy Cross 2 – 3pm 

Tuesday St Margaret Mary’s 2 – 3pm 
Wednesday Holy Cross 6 – 7pm 

Thursday St Margaret Mary’s 6 – 7pm 
 
The times will be divided in to two sessions starting on the hour and half hour. This will allow 

time for 20 minute prayer sessions. 
Churches will be cleaned before and after use and hard surfaces will be disinfected between 

prayer sessions. 
 
We would ask that people touch as few hard surfaces as possible. Doors will be open for you, 

holy water fonts will not be available and you will be unable to light candles. 
 

BOOKING 
 

A booking system will be in place to ensure we can accommodate people and nobody makes 
a wasted journey. You will be able to do this online via the parish website. The website address 
is at the top of every newsletter. Once you are on the website follow the link and book for the 

time and place you wish. You will receive an email confirmation of your booking.  
For anyone unable to use the online booking system you can telephone the parish office  

on 552 3957 and reserve a place. We need to know time, place, name and number of 
attendees. Also to know if attendees are members of the same family who are able to sit 
together? If leaving a message please leave a contact number in case we have a query. 

If as we expect the go ahead is given for opening the churches for private prayer on 18th June, 
the first period of prayer will be in Holy Cross on Monday 22nd June. Please try to book your 

place by Friday 18th June. If there are not enough places for any particular day and time, those 
who did not get a place for their first choice will be given priority for the same time and day 
the following week.  

 
Please do not come to Church if you have not reserved a place as you will not be able to come 

in. I realise this is alien to all of us but it is very necessary in the current situation.  
 

ARRIVAL 

 
On the day there will be passkeepers on duty at all times. They will instruct you on how to enter 

and leave the Church and anything else you need to know.  
 
You will be asked to sanitise your hands before entering the Church and to wear a face covering 

at all times. Please bring your own with you if you can. We will have a few available for anyone 
who does not have one. 

 
The spaces to sit will all be clearly marked. Please only sit at the marked spots. Many of the 
pews are blocked to ensure social distancing in front and behind. Family members from the 

same household may sit together. 
 

At the end of your allotted time slot you will be directed how to leave the Church by the 
passkeepers. Please follow all instructions and maintain social distancing at all times.  
If anything is not clear please ask the passkeepers on duty who will be happy to help. 

 
 

 

We look forward to welcoming you back to Church 
 


