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14th June 2020 – The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ - Corpus Christi - A. page 83. 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 8:2-3,14-16, Psalm 147: “O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!” Second Reading: 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Gospel: John 6:51-58. “My flesh is real food and my blood is real drink” 
 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  

We celebrate today the Feast of Corpus Christi. This helps us deepen our faith in the real 

presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. For weeks now most Catholics have been undergoing 
what some call a Eucharistic Fast. This is seen by many as a sacrifice of love and compassion 

for all those around us as we as a nation try to dramatically reduce the coronavirus infection. 

In that way I think we can say this is Eucharistic.  It is sacrificial, compassionate and loving.   

One of the catechetical programmes, Veritas, used to teach the Mass by breaking the Mass 
down into Gather, Listen, Thank, Eat, Go.  Gather: as the disciples gather in the church, 

Jesus is present. Listen: Jesus as Word of God shares himself through our praying and 
understanding the Readings of Scripture. Thank: The people led by the priest thank God for 
the salvation and blessings we are given. Eat: In Communion Jesus feeds us for our journey of 

faith with his presence in Communion. Go:  We make Jesus visible in us in our prayer and 
show our faith in love of those in need, in feeding the hungry and in walking with victims of 

injustice.  

I wonder if today we can recognise how Jesus is really present in each part of the Mass. 

Believing that, we see how each part of the Mass fits together to make what we know as the 
Sacrifice of the Mass.  Could we, while mourning our inability to gather to celebrate the Mass, 

make use of this Eucharistic Fast to appreciate more how each part of the Mass feeds the 
other parts.   We cannot gather, but we can use this time to learn how to pray more deeply 
individually and together as we do when we watch the streamed Mass, or when we took part in 

the Rosary or Novena from the website. Have we thought about setting up Zoom or social 
media prayer groups? Difficult though it is, have we tried to develop prayer in our 

families, that could feed how we take part in the Mass in the future. We give thanks for how 
so many people have heard the call to care for their neighbour; that is Eucharistic living.  It is 

Jesus truly present in our midst.    

Sincerely, 

Fr. Hand 

Opening of Churches - Volunteers Required! 

As we move towards a phased and limited reopening of our Churches we require to have a 

pool of volunteers at both sites to assist in this process. Primarily the task is to ensure that 

anyone coming to the Church can be guided to take suitable precautions, to ensure social 

distancing at all times and ensure a safe entrance and exit from the building. Volunteers will 

also disinfect surfaces between groups visiting. A written procedure is in place to aid anyone 

willing to help and further information from the Diocese will be provided. 

If you are willing to help with this then please email Fr. Hand  at the address at the top of this 

newsletter and one of the group will be in touch with you. You should not put yourself at 

unnecessary risk, and  therefore anyone in an at risk category should not offer to help. This 

includes: those with an underlying health condition; anyone who is under 18; anyone who is 

over 70. We know that this excludes a number of people who currently undertake many duties 

in our Churches but the national advisory group is insistent that we follow the current 

government advice. 

Thank you in advance. 
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Booking: We anticipate the government will give permission to open the churches for private 

prayer on 18th June.  If this happens, the first day of private prayer will be in Holy Cross on 

Monday 22nd June. Please try and book by Friday 19th June.  See pamphlet for more details.  

(Opening the Church Group). If there are not enough places for any particular day and time, 
those who did not get a place for their first choice, will be given priority for the same time and 

day the following week.  

 

We pray for Patricia Thorburn who has died.  

Her funeral will take place on Wednesday 17th June at Mount Vernon 

We pray for Denis McKay who has died.  

Marriage Preparation: If any couples is preparing to marry over the next year or two, please 
contact Fr. Hand so that we can discuss this by phone.  The diocese is organising some 
marriage preparation on line and it would be good to be booked into one of these sessions.  

Our parishioners 
For the next few weeks we want everyone to feel connected to the parish and we know how 
much we are missing each other and how interested we are in hearing how everyone getting 
on. So we are inviting all Parishioners to contribute their story of their Lockdown Experience. If 

you would like to participate please email your answers to hx_mm@btinternet.com 

1. What is your name? Which Church in the Parish do you attend; how would folk 

recognise who you are? 

2. How is Lockdown going for you? 

3. What’s changed most for you? 

4. What do you miss most/ what are you looking forward to most? 

5. Have you managed to watch Streamed Masses or take some time out to reflect/ pray? 

What do you think about how theses going for us? 

6. Have you a wee message for your fellow parishioners? " 
(The Communications Group) 

 
Holy Cross conference- St Vincent De Paul 

The SVDP year-end was 31 March 2020 and over the past year we have collected £1,914 from 
parishioners. During this time we made donations and provided assistance to the following: 

1. Purchase and delivery of food items for North Edinburgh Food Bank  
2. Collected and delivered over 70 children’s Christmas presents to Salvation Army in 
Edinburgh 

3. Purchase and delivery of groceries to young family just arrived in the parish from 
England 

4. Providing a week holiday accommodation at Seton Sands caravan park for single parent 
family who have not been on holiday in 3 years. 
5. Purchase and delivery of groceries and kitchenware to single parent family just arrived 

from Germany  
6. Purchase and delivery of groceries to family based in Pilton 

7. Providing donations to twinned SVDP conferences based in South Africa X2 and southern 
India X2 
8. SVDP made around 40+ visits to the housebound in the parish. 

On behalf of all in the SVDP we wish to thank you all for your kind donations which makes our 
work possible. The need is felt even more so in the current COVID-19 crisis which affects us all 

but in particular those members of our community in desperate need of assistance be it 
material or emotional. Thank you. Yours in St Vincent and Blessed Frederic .  
Thanks to St. Vincent de Paul for the work they have done over the last year.  

 
Opening Hours of Mount Vernon Cemetery: Friday 4pm-8pm Saturday 8am-8pm Sunday 

8am-8pm. Please note the toilets are closed, and that entrance is through the side gate. 
Please see poster on website.  



Archdiocesan Online Giving  
Online Giving just got easier!  Many Parishioners have indicated that they would like the 

opportunity to still give their usual weekly offertory but cannot give in the normal way.  This 
new secure system introduced by the Archdiocese provides a method for those who want 

to give an online offertory to their Parish.  They can also gift aid their donation on the same 
page. This could be used on a weekly, monthly or one off basis.  There will be a 2% 
administration charge for the service; note however that this will help us receive and pay out 

money we might not have got in  
How do people give online? Simply click on the either of the links Paya Charity Donations 

below then click the http: link which appears. 
Holy Cross Parish  PayaCharity Donations 

 
Input your name and contact details, card details and the amount of your offertory. Don't 
forget to tick the box for gift aid if you are a tax payer. This will generate a further 25p for 

every pound gifted. 
 
Thank you in anticipation of using this important new means of supporting the Parish. 
 

 

 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (May be used during streamed Mass):  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if you were already there, 
and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. (St. Alphonsus Liguori) 

 

 

Stipends 

Sunday 14th June Mass for the People 

Monday Annie Parker 

Tuesday Joseph Gilhooley 

Wednesday  Patricia Thorburn 

Thursday  Maureen Henderson 

Friday   Nancy Montgomery 

Saturday 

Sunday 21st  June  Mass for the People 

 

 

 

https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=EDHOL

