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28th June 2020 – Saints Peter and Paul - A. page 170. 

First Reading: Acts 12:1-11, Psalm 33: “From all my terrors the Lord set me free.”  

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8,17-18;  

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-19. “You are Peter, and I will give you the keys of the kingdom in heaven.” 
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  

The Scottish government is taking some steps to lighten the lock down. Later in the summer 
we will, all going well, be able to mix much more easily. From the 25th/26th July it is likely 

that we will be able to begin Sunday Mass but with much restricted numbers. It is a time for 
us to take a breath and reflect on what we have been through.  It is also a time for us to re-

commit again to living our faith as well as we can. It is hard to know what these next couple of 
months will bring; hopefully conditions for us will continue to improve. It is also an opportunity 

to keep on trying to deepen in our faith as in our prayer we continue to deepen our trust in the 
Lord. It could be tempting to let this precious time go past without praying for a growth in how 
we love and follow Jesus in the Church. Think again of how we belong to the body of Christ 

that in the Mass gathers in the Spirit, listens to the Word, in a spirit of thanksgiving proclaims 

God’s blessings, is sustained through Communion, goes out to bring Christ to the world.  

In particular during these coming weeks, come and pray before the Blessed Sacrament in the 
tabernacle.  The main aim is to have a time of prayer like we do coming in off street to visit a 

church in our own area or abroad.  It is not a time for Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament or 

Benediction.  That will come later in Phase 3.  

I would also like to remind everyone that if a family has to organise a funeral it is possible to 

have a Mass in the church, but numbers have to be limited to 15.  

Fr. Hand 

Fr. John Morrison:  We offer the parish’s prayers and congratulations to Fr. John Morrison, 
who celebrates his 30th anniversary of ordination on Tuesday. When conditions change we will 
celebrate this more publicly. In the meantime everyone is invited to pray for him on this day. 
 

Church opening for prayer 

The churches are open at the following times:  

- Holy Cross Monday 2.00pm and 2.30pm and Wednesday 6.00pm and 6.30pm;  
- St. Margaret Mary’s Tuesday 2.00pm and 2.30pm and Thursday 6.00pm and 6.30pm.  

Each session lasts 20 minutes.   

To keep everyone safe we have care full organisation and cleaning after every prayer session. 

Use the booking system, but please feel free to contact the parish house by phone or 

email.  

What we are being asked to do is to visit the church like we may do in passing a Catholic 
church for some time of prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle. 
 

We pray for Madeline McParland who has died. Her funeral will take place on Tuesday 30th 

June at Warriston Crematorium  

New rules on masking:  The guidance on face coverings has been updated by the Bishops’ 

Conference. Children under 5 do not have to wear a face covering in church. There are also 

exemptions for adults where a face covering “would cause difficulty, pain or severe distress or 

anxiety, or because you cannot apply a covering and wear it in a proper manner safely and 

consistently”. Otherwise, face coverings should be worn by all while in church. Details are on 

the FAQs section at https://www.bcos.org.uk/COVID19/COVID19FAQs. 
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Door Stop Scamming- Police Scotland: Doorstep crime is a problem that continues to 

plague our communities’ year on year. These incidents can have a devastating and lasting 
effect on victims from disruption to their homes, or property and financial loss that impacts 

heavily on their emotional wellbeing and health.  This is why we feel it is so important to run, 
a yearly Shut Out Scammers campaign, in our effort to raise awareness and provide guidance 
on the matter of doorstep crime.   

Short videos featuring the key tips have been going out on social media and I’m going to 
publish the first longer video today, which includes the first part of the conversation with 

partners answering individual questions. 
The video can be viewed and shared here: https://youtu.be/esLVTNy3afg.   
It can also be viewed via our website: https://www.tsscot.co.uk/priority-areas/doorstep-

scammers/.   
Please use/share the video in any way. 

(Those who are not overwhelmed by these addresses could help those who are. Perhaps 
grandchildren could set this up for grannies and grandads. GH) 
 

Virtual Tea/Coffee: Join other Parishioners for a Virtual Tea or Coffee after Mass at 

11:00 to 11:30 on Zoom. Meeting ID: 734 9918 6205     Password: 5DhvjJ 

From our Parishioners 

From Christine Newton: Rosie and I have just spent a lovely 20 minutes in private 
prayer in Holy Cross Church. It was a strange experience no doubt about it, but thank 

you to Vic and his parish group for the great organisation, and for the stewards 

directing us through the church. We both felt safe 

My name is Caroline.  I am middle-aged, have straight dark hair, glasses and I’m 

reasonably tall.  I attend Holy Cross.  You may have seen me sneaking in slightly late 

to Mass. (See-no-evil monkey face emoji).    

I have been doing what limited things I can for Covid-19 to be controlled or got rid 

of soon.  I have huge respect and concern for all our key workers, including 
priests.  Dealing with the disease is beyond horror but I am praying that things will, 

somehow, be better after it, because we will know how to control diseases better, 

value key-work more and understand that we can make changes for the better. 

I felt a huge sense of relief when planes were grounded, cars cleared off the roads, 
coal-fired power stations were not needed in UK and, the air was more breathable here 

and globally.  Peace, quiet and fresh air – and a beautiful Spring.  Thank you 
God.  I pray that won’t be temporary.  I am very concerned about the state of the 

environment, the effects of climate change, inequality and unsustainable 
consumption.  Those are more of a threat to us all than Covid-19.  Despite warnings, 

fires and floods, nothing much seemed to be changing.  Hopefully we will be braver 

about changing things for the better now – and at least walking/cycling more. 

For the first time in decades I am waking up naturally.  I have been able to take early 
morning walks during a beautiful, sunny Spring.  I’m not chained to a desk and not 

exhausted.  I have more time to be in touch with friends, listen to the birds and grow 

plants (yay) and de-clutter (sigh).    

I miss hugs from my children, especially on Mother’s day and birthdays.  We have 
socially-distanced get-togethers outdoors and don’t hug for the potential health risk 

to extended family, key-workers and everyone - we still don’t know enough about this 

virus. I miss Scottish country dancing & Zumba classes – they are so joyful.   

I really miss being at Mass with diverse people from all ages, all races, all 
backgrounds.  I love that we can share that togetherness and hope and pray that 

you’re all well.   

https://youtu.be/esLVTNy3afg
https://www.tsscot.co.uk/priority-areas/doorstep-scammers/
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I am determinedly looking forward to many things changing for the better.   

Thank you so much to everyone who has made the streamed Masses 

and reflection/prayer possible for us.  

I hope this virus and lockdown have not affected you too badly.  I’m often guilty of not 

being the most sociable, BUT I do value and appreciate you all.  Your presence at Mass 
gives me hope and joy for the world.  I have missed you and hope to see you 

soon.  God bless.  Stay safe. X 

Archdiocesan Online Giving  
Online Giving just got easier!  Many Parishioners have indicated that they would like the 

opportunity to still give their usual weekly offertory but cannot give in the normal way.  This 
new secure system introduced by the Archdiocese provides a method for those who want 

to give an online offertory to their Parish.  They can also gift aid their donation on the same 
page. This could be used on a weekly, monthly or one off basis.  There will be a 2% 
administration charge for the service; note however that this will help us receive and pay out 

money we might not have got in  
How do people give online? Simply click on the either of the links Paya Charity Donations 

below then click the http: link which appears. 
Holy Cross Parish  PayaCharity Donations 

 

Input your name and contact details, card details and the amount of your offertory. Don't 
forget to tick the box for gift aid if you are a tax payer. This will generate a further 25p for 

every pound gifted. 
 
Thank you in anticipation of using this important new means of supporting the Parish. 
 

 

 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (May be used during streamed Mass):  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if you were already there, 
and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. (St. Alphonsus Liguori) 

 

Stipends 

Sunday 28th June   Mass for the People 

Monday 29th Fr. John Morrison 

Tuesday 30th Madeline McParland. 

Wednesday 1st July  Neil McCormick 

Thursday 2nd July Joe Gilhooley  

Friday 3rd July Leslie Naile 

Saturday Sunday 4th July  Mass for the People 

https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=EDHOL

