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5th July 2020 – 14th Sunday of the Year - A. page 99. 

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-10, Psalm 144: “I will bless your name for ever, O God my King.”  

Second Reading: Romans 8:9. 11-13;  

Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30. “I am gentle and humble of heart.” 
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

We have opened the churches for prayer and now we are planning for the opening 
of the churches for Mass. This looks likely to be 25th/26th July, but we won’t know 

for certain until the government makes clear how they are going to implement Phase 3 
for our coming out of lockdown programme. This is a moment of hope for all of us; 

we are all going to have work together to begin the Sunday Masses as well and 

as safely as we can.  

The plan at the moment is to have Mass at the normal times of 5.30pm (vigil) 
Holy Cross, 9.30am Holy Cross, 11.30am St. Margaret Mary’s and 1.00pm Polish Mass 

St. Margret Mary’s. Please note that after consultation with the pastoral council 

I have changed the times of what were the 11.00am and 12.30pm Mass. 
The reason is that the time for the priest to come from Holy Cross to St. Margaret 

Mary’s is too tight and from my point of view is not sustainable. I am aware that this 
change will not suit everyone, but it has not been possible in the present 

circumstances to have a wider consultation. Fr. Marcin (Polish priest from West Calder) 

fully agrees with the change. We will have review of the situation after six months.  

Masses are being allowed to start again with the condition that they follow 
the government guidelines about social distancing and sanitising. This means 

at present that around only 20 parishioners can get into Holy Cross and around 35 into 
St. Margaret Mary’s. To help us with this we will continue the system we are using 

for the prayer time i.e. booking electronically, or by phone or email. Until we start 
we don’t know how many people want to come. If there are too many for a particular 

Mass we will offer to give preference to those who didn’t get a space for that Mass 
a place at the same time the following Sunday. Weekday Masses will start the week 

of the second Sunday of Masses starting. As the obligation to attend Sunday Mass 

doesn’t apply during this time, it may be that some people will feel more comfortable 
with coming on a weekday.  

We will go more fully into the arrangements, especially for receiving Communion next 

week.  

Please feel free to contact Fr. Hand or any of the pastoral council for help or more 

information.  

Fr. Hand 

Fr. John Morrison:  We offer the parish’s prayers and congratulations to Fr. John Morrison, 
who celebrated his 30th anniversary of ordination last Tuesday. When conditions change 

we will celebrate this more publicly. In the meantime everyone is invited to pray for him 
on this day. A booklet with parishioners’ greetings to him via Facebook was presented to him. 

Thanks for those who contributed to it.   

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&docid=bHe3f2CH4BxakM&tbnid=1qGls7dJ1EQRHM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.nasccd.org/nasccdnews/?p%3D1504&ei=Rg2CUt2cEMKVhQeo24DYAQ&psig=AFQjCNFi9rdwSky67jt7kzW08gnyDHsbMg&ust=1384341190339277


 

Church opening for prayer 

The churches are open at the following times:  

- Holy Cross Monday 2.00pm and 2.30pm and Wednesday 6.00pm and 6.30pm;  
- St. Margaret Mary’s Tuesday 2.00pm and 2.30pm and Thursday 6.00pm and 6.30pm.  

Each session lasts 20 minutes.   

To keep everyone safe we have care full organisation and cleaning after every prayer session. 

Use the booking system, but please feel free to contact the parish house by phone or 

email.  

What we are being asked to do is to visit the church like we may do in passing a Catholic 
church for some time of prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle. 
 

We pray for Robert O’Neill whose funeral service will take place in St. Margaret Mary’s will 

place this Friday followed by burial in Piershill Cemetery.  

We pray for Helen Cadger who died in Ferryfield last Friday. Her funeral service will take 

place in Holy Cross Church on Monday 13th followed by a service in Warriston.  

We pray for Madeline McParland who has died. Her funeral took place on Tuesday 30th 

June at Warriston Crematorium  

We pray for George Smith whose Funeral Mass took place in the Sacred Heart last Friday. 
The cremation service took place in Warriston Crematorium.  

 

From our Parishioners 

Our Experience of the Lockdown:   Chris and Jimmy Meikle 

Chris and I are parishioners of Holy Cross and have been for the last 22 years, we would 

always attend the 10 am Sunday mass but as we have aged, we now regularly attend the 
Saturday Vigil Mass. I have been for a number of years on the rota of readers.  

Lockdown for us has not been too difficult but eventful, we both celebrate our 90th birthday in 
October so prior to lockdown we were pacing ourselves as far as activities were concerned. 
The worst part has been not meeting with the family, our daughters, grandchildren and great 

grandchildren in the early days, although there have been plenty of phone calls, photographs, 
videos keeping us in touch and with easing of lockdown we have met outside at a distance. 

Looking forward to further easing so we can welcome them home. Our daughters have been 
wonderful Elaine has kept us well supplied with groceries every Tuesday and Friday, I have 

also been able to order online the heavy goods. Kathryn lives in Hamilton so it has not been as 
easy for her to help. Looking forward to snack lunches in Marks and Jenner’s, our monthly 
lunch with Cousin John at Vittoria’s and the banter with the waiter and waitresses. 

Just after Easter Chris was not well the doctor visited and immediately called an ambulance. 
Taken to the Western General she was diagnosed with bad chest infection, the next day a scan 

revealed, Gallstones transferred to E.R.I. where she undergone an endoscopy procedure to 
retrieve the stones.  Chris had nothing but the highest praise for the nurses and doctors who 
attended her she was in and out in 4 days.  That meant that during her recovery I was chief 

cook and bottle washer. I am pleased to say she is fine and I am now assistant chef but still 
bottle washer. 

We both watch the streamed mass on Sunday morning and I print off the newsletter. We wish 
to thank Father Hand and all those wonderful volunteers for their excellent efforts in making 
this possible. We send our best wishes to all of those we miss seeing at the vigil mass many 

whose names I am not sure of but would like to mention the banter with the pass keepers, 
Masie and her family, and at St Margaret Mary’s Irene Orr and old friend. Hope you are all 

well.    

Virtual Tea/Coffee: Join other Parishioners for a Virtual Tea or Coffee after Mass at 

11:00 to 11:30 on Zoom. Meeting ID: 734 9918 6205     Password: 5DhvjJ 

Parish Wave: Thank to those who contributed to the Parish Wave. A special thanks to Niamh 

Smith for organising this activity. We can find it on our website. 



Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh Virtual Lourdes Pilgrimage:  

Sadly, but understandably, the Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes, which should have taken place 
from 10th-17th July, had to be cancelled. The Hospitalite and Pilgrimages Committees have been 
working hard to offer a Virtual Pilgrimage online. Several daily events will be available via our 
Website and Facebook pages. Please join us in prayer and celebration, everyone is welcome. 

Please find attached an overview of the programme for the whole week. 

This is an excellent opportunity for the whole parish to participate in the prayerfulness and hope of 
Lourdes.  Also I think you are allowed a glass of wine in the evening. GH 

www.edinburgh-lourdes.com    Helpers of Our Lady of Lourdes, Edinburgh - Inicio  

 

Archdiocesan Online Giving  
Online Giving just got easier!  Many Parishioners have indicated that they would like the 
opportunity to still give their usual weekly offertory but cannot give in the normal 

way.  This new secure system introduced by the Archdiocese provides a method for those 
who want to give an online offertory to their Parish.  They can also gift aid their donation on 

the same page. This could be used on a weekly, monthly or one off basis.  There will be a 2% 
administration charge for the service; note however that this will help us receive and pay out 
money we might not have got in  

How do people give online? Simply click on the either of the links Paya Charity Donations 
below then click the http: link which appears. 

Holy Cross Parish  PayaCharity Donations 

 
Input your name and contact details, card details and the amount of your offertory. 

Don't forget to tick the box for gift aid if you are a tax payer. This will generate a further 
25p for every pound gifted. 

 
Thank you in anticipation of using this important new means of supporting the Parish. 
 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (May be used during streamed Mass):  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if you were already there, 
and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. (St. Alphonsus 

 

Stipends 

Sunday 5th July   Mass for the People 
Monday 6th July   Winnie Murray 

Tuesday 7th July   Special Intention 
Wednesday 8th July   Bill Gillon 

Thursday 9th July   Wilma Anderson 
Friday 10th July   Robert O’Neill 

Saturday  
Sunday 12th July   Mass for the People 

http://www.edinburgh-lourdes.com/
https://www.facebook.com/edinburghlourdes/
https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=EDHOL

