
 

Reflections for the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time 

 

Monday Mt 13:31-35   He told them another parable, 'The kingdom of heaven 

is like the yeast of a women took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
till it was leavened all through.' 

There is something miraculous about making bread and seeing how those small 
granules of yeast swell the flour and turn it into bread.  We are called to be as 

active and effective as the yeast and bring about God’s kingdom.  How can I do 
that today?  

 
Tuesday Jeremiah 14:22 O our God, you are our hope. 

Is God my hope?  Is that how I see him? 
 

Wednesday   Mt 13:44-46   Jesus said to the crowds: 'The kingdom of heaven 
is like treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he hides it again, 

goes off happy, sells everything he owns and buys the field. 
Have I had a glimpse of that kingdom hidden in my heart?  Would I like it to 

take priority in my life? 

 
Thursday John 11:24-27   Your brother' said Jesus to her 'will rise again.' 

Martha said, 'I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.' 
Jesus said:'I am the resurrection and the life.  If anyone believes in me, even 

though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never 
die.  Do you believe this?'  'Yes, Lord,' she said 'I believe that you are the 

Christ, the Son of God, the one who has come into this world.' 
Martha is always remembered as the one who was busy doing the dishes yet 

here she is making a great act of faith.  Can I join her in this in the midst of my 
busyness? 

 
Friday   Matthew 13: 58   But Jesus said to them, 'A prophet is only despised 

in his own country and in his own house,'  
I heard of an elderly lady recently who, point blank, refused to go into a 

wheelchair when her daughter wanted to take her out.  This same lady happily 

used a wheelchair when she went out with her carer, a lady she had only known 
for a short while.  Here in the Gospel, we see Jesus is not accepted by  his own.  

Do I sometimes reject the advice of those nearest to me?  Is God sometimes 
trying to communicate to me through them?  Does my pride get in the way? 

 
Saturday 1 Co 10:31-11:1   Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever 

you do at all, do it for the glory of God. 
Today is the feast of St Ignatius who was the founder of the Jesuits.  He is also 

the father of Ignatian spirituality which is a way of looking at our lives and 
seeing God at work in them.  Ignatius encourages us to do everything for the 

glory of God and it is still the custom in some circles to write AMDG at the top of 
a piece of written work – the Latin abbreviation for “To the greater glory of 

God.”  If we acquire the habit of dedicating our daily work to the glory of God, 
we will find God in all things. 


