
Reflections for the fifteenth week in Ordinary Time 

Monday  Isaiah 1:11-14   What are your endless sacrifices to me? 
Says the Lord.  I am sick of holocausts of rams and the fat of calves. 

The blood of bulls and of goats revolts me.  When you come to present 

yourselves before me, who asked you to trample over my courts?  Bring 
me your worthless offerings no more, the smoke of them fills me with 

disgust New Moons, sabbaths, assemblies -  
I cannot endure festival and solemnity.  Your New Moons and your 

pilgrimages 
I hate with all my soul.  

The prophet reminds us that the externals are not what God is concerned 
about.  He looks at our hearts. 

 
Tuesday  Psalm 94:8   Harden not your hearts today but listen to the 

voice of the Lord. 
Can I open my heart to God today and listen to His word? 

Wednesday   Matthew 11:25-27   Jesus exclaimed, 'I bless you Father, 

Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding these things from the learned and 

the cleaver and revealing them to mere children.  Yes, Father, for that is 
what it pleased you to do.  Everything has been entrusted to me by my 

Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, just as no one 
knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him.' 
Can I receive God’s word like a child with an open heart free of prejudice 

and full of generosity and enthusiasm? 

Thursday  Matthew  11:28-30   Jesus exclaimed: 'Come to me, all you 

who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest.  Shoulder my 
yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls.  Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden light.' 
Have I the courage to take up that yoke and let Christ guide my steps? 

Friday   Matthew  12:1-2   Jesus took a walk one sabbath day through 

the cornfields.  His disciples were hungry and began to pick ears of corn 
and eat them.  The Pharisees noticed it and said to him, 'Look, your 

disciples are doing something that is forbidden on the sabbath.'   

Am I more concerned with obeying the letter of the Law rather than living 

out its spirit which always takes more love and effort? 

Saturday  Matthew 12:18-19   Here is my servant whom I have chosen, 

my beloved, the favourite of my soul.  I will endow him with my spirit, 
and he will proclaim the true faith to the nations. He will not brawl or 

shout, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets. 

This is a quotation from Isaiah which is fulfilled by Jesus.  It describes his 

gentleness and quietness.  How does this square with our view of 

celebrities today? 


