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9th August 2020 – 19th Sunday of the Year - A. page 114. 

First Reading: 1Kings 19:9, 11-13,  

Psalm 84: “Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help.”  

Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5; Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33. “Tell me to come to you across the water.” 

Masses during week: Monday 10th August 10am Holy Cross, Tuesday 11th August 
10.00am St. Margaret Mary’s, Wednesday 12th August  10.00am Holy Cross,  

Thursday 13th August 10am St. Margaret Mary’s, Saturday 15th August 10.00am Holy 
Cross.  

Masses next weekend:    

Saturday 15th August 5.30pm Holy Cross; Sunday 16th August 9.30am Holy Cross, 
11.30am St. Margaret Mary’s, 1.00pm Polish Mass St. Margaret Mary’s. 

Booking for Mass Places:  
Ring 07546454419.  

Email hx_mm@btinternet.com.   

Use parish website: go to events at the top of the first page.  

Volunteers Needed: We still need volunteers to act as welcomers for the two churches and 

all Masses, Please contact the parish office if you can help or want to find out what is involved.    

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

We are now having our third weekend of Masses and we start on Monday our full programme 
of weekday Masses.  Thanks to the efforts of our volunteers and organisers and to the co-

operation of parishioners at Mass everything has gone well.  

There is obviously deep apprehension among many of our parishioners about coming to Mass 
as relatively few have asked for places. The numbers increased a little last week.  Our hope is 

that within a few weeks a good number will be looking for a place. That would mean that not 
everyone could get a place every week, but that is unavoidable. We do have Masses through 
the week and the 5.30pm Mass will be recorded and streamed at 10.00am on Sunday 

morning. We will then when ready stream all of the Masses live. The booking system for 
weekday Masses is now operational.  

The bishops on the advice of their national advisory groups issued advice on how the Masses 

should be organised with the aim of providing as safe as possible environment in the churches. 
We are doing our best to meet that aim. Everything that is being done is with the 

intention of stopping cross infection. Our Churches are cleaned regularly and after each 
use all surfaces are sanitised before anyone else is allowed back in to the Church.  It is 
important for our celebration of the Mass that everyone feels safe in that all our safety policies 

are being followed.  To help us continue this effort there are some things I would like to draw 
your attention to.  

Booking: Apart from those of us who can remember having to get tickets for Midnight Mass in 

the 50’s, few will know about having to book a place at Mass. Unfortunately measuring on a 
two metre basis means we have only 20 places at Holy Cross and 32 at St. Margaret Mary’s (if 
family households comes together we can have more spaces up to the government limit of 

50.) We ask you to take the time to reserve a place.  It would be embarrassing for 
passkeepers to have to turn people away if more people arrive than we have room for.  
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Giving of details.  Thanks for the great co-operation in giving us your contact details.  This is 

to do with the government being able to trace contacts of anyone who may find that they have 
the virus. Again it is an act charity and justice towards keeping our neighbour safe. If anyone 

declines to give to give their details, it won’t be possible for them to come into the church.  

Wearing of Masks: It is a government regulation that everyone who can should wear a mask 
to help cut the risk of infection. Please keep in mind that for health reasons some people are 

not able to wear a mask. It would be useful to the passkeepers if anyone who is not able to 
wear a mask would notify Fr. Hand or the parish office about that.  

Movement in the church.  The point of having designated places in the church is to help 
limit the risk of infection. It would be good for everyone to remain in their seat when they are 

shown to it. It is a temptation to go and talk to someone we haven’t seen for a while, but that 
defeats the safety aim of set seating. 

Remaining after Mass: As noted above, the seats are sanitised after each Mass and so that 

means that we need to ask everyone to leave the church at Communion time.  

We look forward to seeing you in the churches when you feel the time is right.  

Fr. Hand 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Masses. Sunday Mass is important to us but please keep in mind that you are free to 
go to any Mass from Monday to Sunday, as long as there are places. You may also 

decide to make weekday Mass your weekly Mass to help provide places for those who cannot 
come during the week.  

If you are using the telephone to book the number is 07546454419 (Mon-Friday 10.00am-
12.00 noon or email: hx_mm@btinternet.com. Or use parish website: go to events at the top 

of the first page. It is important that you reserve a place. As the weeks go by we expect the 
demand for seats will increase, and so it is especially important that bookings are made.  

We ask that prams be left at the back of the church. Anyone in a wheelchair is asked to follow 
the directions of the passkeepers.  

Advice with regard to distribution of Communion is in the pamphlet. The celebrant 
will say to the whole congregation ‘May the Body and Blood of Christ keep us 

all safe to eternal life.’  The congregation replies ‘Amen’. Communion is received 
in silence.  If the priest touches the hand of anyone he will stop and wash and sanitise 

his hands. If you are the person whose hand has been touched please use the hand 

sanitiser as you leave the church. 

Some people may find it difficult being asked to receive Communion on the hand and 

not on the tongue. This policy is being put forward by the bishops and Church’s 
national advisory group, two members of which are a former Scottish Chief Medical 

Adviser and a Professor of Chemistry. This is done for the safety of the congregation 

and the priest. It is not being done lightly.  As soon as the situation permits the 
Church will offer the choice of receiving on the tongue or hand.  

Please bring a face covering though we have some in the churches if you forget yours. 
Also please use the hand sanitiser entering and leaving the church. 

For 8th/9th August the Masses will have two hymns and the Lord of Mercy and Holy, 

Holy. For 15th/16th because it is the Feast of the Assumption the three Masses will have 
an entrance and Communion hymns and a sung Gospel Acclamation and Lamb of God.   

On 23rd the 9.30am and 11.30am Mass will be quiet Masses.  

The churches are not open for the times of prayer as we need to use our volunteers for 
the Masses, especially as we start regular weekday Mass from 10th August. If we detect 

enough interest, we will look at opening the churches once a week for prayer.  We will try and 

find out what times and days might be good for people wanting to pray in the churches  
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Diaconate Ordinations: We congratulate Bobby Taylor (Galashiels) and Martin 

Eckersley (Jedburgh) who were ordained to the diaconate last Saturday at the Cathedral, 
having just completed their canonical retreat.  Their ordination was postponed twice due 

to the C-19 crisis, and they have waited patiently for this day to arrive.   

Justice & Peace Mass - The annual Justice and Peace Mass takes place on the Day of 
Creation, 01 September, at St Columba’s in Edinburgh. There will be 50 spaces 

available. The Mass and further details will be promoted on the diocesan website and 
social media shortly. 

Online Giving if you wish to use the new Offertory giving link click on the following 

link PayaCharity Donation Portal.  The parish has done well using this new diocesan 
method of paying.  Thanks for that.  Perhaps others would consider using this method.  

200 Club Monthly Draw 

May  
1st Prize £100 - No 86 Andrew O'Dea 

2nd Prize £50 - No 60 Rachel McGee 
June 

1st Prize £100 - No 58 John Pammenter 
2nd Prize £50 - No 21 Margaret Frissung 

There are still numbers available if you wish to join the 200 Club. £36 per annum or £3 

per month by standing order. Please contact robertbmcgee@btinternet.com for more 
details. 

Virtual Tea/Coffee: Join other Parishioners for a Virtual Tea or Coffee after Mass 
at 11:00 to 11:30 on Zoom. Meeting ID: 734 9918 6205     Password: 5DhvjJ 

Re-engage , a charity that calls people living alone , is looking for people who 

would appreciate a phone call. You should be living alone or in sheltered housing 
and have difficulty getting out in normal times. However, they do consider applications 

on a case-by-case basis, so if your circumstances don't completely meet their criteria 
and you would like a call companion, please do apply." www.reengage.org.uk 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (May be used during streamed Mass):  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if you were already there, 

and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. (St. Alphonsus) 

Stipends: 

Saturday 8th August  5.30pm (vigil)  Mass for the People 
Sunday 9th August    9.30am  Maureen Henderson 

                              11.30am  Wendy McHugh 
Monday 10th August   10.00am Holy Cross   Parents of Alan and Rosemary McMillan 
Tuesday 11th  August  St. Margaret Mary’s James Hamill 

Wednesday 12th August Holy Cross   Moira Lyden 
Thursday 13th August   10.00am St. Margaret Mary’s   Winnie McGregor 

Friday  
Saturday 15th August   10.00am Holy Cross  Ann Marie Thomson 
Saturday 15th August    5.30pm (vigil)  

Sunday 16th August     9.30am Kevin and Maria Hazlett 40th Anniversary Mass 
               11.30am Mass for the People 
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