
Reflections for the twenty first week in Ordinary Time 

 

Monday 2 Thessalonians 1:3-4 We feel we must be continually thanking God 

for you, brothers; quite rightly, because your faith is growing so wonderfully 
and the love that you have for one another never stops increasing; and 

among the churches of God we can take special pride in you for your 
constancy and faith under all the persecutions and troubles you have to bear. 

How do people see our church? Would our community be recognized for the love 
we show each other? 

 
Tuesday  Matthew 23:23-24  Jesus said, 'Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, 

you hypocrites!  You who pay your tithe of mint and dill and cumin and have 

neglected the weightier matters of the Law - justice, mercy, good faith!  
These you should have practised, without neglecting the others.  You blind 

guides!  Straining out gnats and swallowing camels! 
These comments are directed at a community that has lost track of what is 

really important.  Do I care more about petty rules than the wider issues of 
peace and justice?  Do I consider buying Fairtrade goods as part of the practice 

of my faith? 
 

Wednesday  2 Thessalonians 3:7-9 You know how you are supposed to 
imitate us: now we were not idle when we were with you, nor did we ever 

have our meals at anyone's table without paying for them; no, we worked 
night and day, slaving and straining, so as not to be a burden on and of you.  

This was not because we had no right to be, but in order to make ourselves 
an example for you to follow. 

Could I contribute more to my church community? 

 
Thursday  Matthew 24:42Jesus said to his disciples: 'Stay awake, because 

you do not know the day when your master is coming.   
We meet Christ in each other every day.  Are we ready to recognize him? 

Friday  Matthew 2571-10  The bridegroom is here!  Go out and meet him."  At 

this, all those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish 
ones said to the sensible ones, "Give us some of your oil: our lamps are going 

out."  But they replied, "There may not be enough for us and for you; you 
had better go to those who sell it and buy some for yourselves."  They had 

gone of to buy it when the bridegroom arrived.   

The lamps need oil to keep them burning and the wick needs to be immersed in 

that oil.  If we are to be effective in our lives of faith, we need to be “immersed” 
in God.  How can I deepen my relationship with God to enable me to follow Him 

more effectively?  

 Saturday  Matthew 25:14-15  Jesus told his disciples this parable: 'A man on 

his way abroad summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them.  
To one he gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in proportion 

to his ability.  Then he set out. 

Do I make use of my talents? 


