
Reflections on the readings of the twenty third week  
in Ordinary Time 

 

 
Monday Luke 6: 9 Then Jesus said to them, 'I put it to you: is it against the 

law on the Sabbath to do good, or to do evil; to save life, or to destroy it?'   
Once again Jesus highlights the importance of love.  What matters is not the 

Law but how we live out the Law.  
 

Tuesday  Luke 6:12-13 Jesus went out into the hills to pray; and he spent 
the whole night in prayer to God.  When day came he summoned his 

disciples and picked out twelve of them; 
Jesus spends the night in prayer before choosing the 12.  We are asked to 

weave our relationship with God into our daily lives so that our actions are 
informed by God. 

 

Wednesday Luke 6:20 Fixing his eyes on his disciples Jesus said: How 
happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom of God. 

Jesus is speaking here of those who recognize their own poverty and realize 
that their only need is of God. 

 
Thursday Luke 6:36-37 Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate.  

Do not judge, and you will not be judged yourselves; do not condemn, and 
you will not be condemned yourself; 

The word compassion comes from the Latin meaning “suffering with.”  If we 
suffer with someone we will not judge or condemn them.  It has been said 

that you do not know someone until you have walked a mile in their 
moccasins and have experienced what they experience.  Our judgements and 

condemnation are so often based on assumptions and hearsay rather than 
fact. 

 

Friday Luke 6: Take the plank out of your own eye first, and then you will 
see clearly enough to take out the splinter that is in your brother's eye.' 

Sometimes the faults that most annoy us in others are ones we have 
ourselves.  Time for a good look in the mirror?  

 
Saturday Luke 6:47-49 Everyone who comes to me and listens to my words 

and acts on them - I will show you what he is like.  He is like the man who 
when he built his house dug, and dug deep, and laid the foundations on 

rock; when the river was in flood it bore down on that house but could not 
shake it, it was so well built.  But the one who listens and does nothing is 

like the man who built his house on soil, with no foundations: as soon as 
the river bore down on it, it collapsed; and what a ruin that house became!' 

We pray for the grace to act on the Word we hear. 
 

 
 


