
 Holy Cross Parish 

Postal Address - 11 Bangholm Loan, Edinburgh EH5 3AH 
Parish Priest: Fr. Gerry Hand 

Tel: 0131 552 3957 E-mail: hx_mm@btinternet.com 
Parish Website:  hcrossmm.org.uk 

 

Holy Cross is the Parish of the Archdiocese of St. Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland – number SCO08540 

 

 

 

 

 

20th September 2020 – 25th Sunday of the Year - A. page 131. 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9; Psalm 144: “The Lord is close to all who call him. 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:20-24; 27  

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16. “Why be envious because I am generous?” 

Feast of the Holy Cross 

 
Thanks to those who took part in the 10.00am Mass and those who participated by the 
streamed Mass. The Mass’s theme was the celebration of Pope Francis’ Letter calling the 

Church to celebrate God’s creation and to be aware of Climate Change.  If any parishioners 
would like to form a zoom group to help the parish be more aware of the issues the Pope is 

speaking about, please contact the parish office.  
The feast of St. Mary Alacoque will be celebrated on 16th October. 

 

Pastoral Help:  If you require pastoral help when Fr. Hand is on holiday, 

please ring the parish office the answering machine will be checked regularly.  

Masses next weekend:    

Saturday 26th September 5.30pm Holy Cross; Sunday 27th September 9.30am Holy 
Cross, 11.30am St. Margaret Mary’s, 1.00pm Polish Mass St. Margaret Mary’s. 

Holiday:  Fr. Hand will be on holiday from 16th September to 30th September.  Fr. 
Willie Slavin will be here for the weekends.  

Sunday 20th September-Saturday 26th September:  There will be no weekday 

Masses or Saturday morning Mass.  There will be a Liturgy of the Word and 
Communion Service in Holy Cross on Wednesday 23rd September and a Liturgy of the 

Word and Communion Service on Thursday 24th September in St. Margaret Mary’s.  

Sunday 27th September-Saturday 3rd October:  Monday – Wednesday No Mass.  

Mass 10.00am Thursday 1st October St. Margaret Mary’s and Mass 10.00am Saturday 

3rd October Holy Cross.  

Booking for Mass Places:  

Ring 07546454419.  
Email hx_mm@btinternet.com.   

Use parish website: go to events at the top of the first page. To help us make sure 

that we do not overbook for any Mass (one is now close to the limit) a small 
adjustment has been made to the booking arrangements. From now on from 

midday Thursday only the designated booking mobile phone can be used, 
07546454419.   The website booking function will no longer be operational from 

midday Thurs, day until after the 11.30am Mass on Sunday.  Also it won’t be possible 
to book on the parish email from midday Thursday until after Mass Sunday. Having 3 

or 4 ways of booking right up to Mass time ran the risk of not being able to calculate 
easily when we had hit our limits. Please remember that you don’t have a definite 

place if your booking has not been confirmed. We ask you to co-operate with the 

booking system as our numbers are beginning to increase.  
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Liturgy :  26th/27th: 5.30pm Singing, 9.30am Quiet 11.30am Singing 

Volunteers Needed 
Could you help with the important task of welcoming and passkeeping at our Sunday and 

Weekday Masses 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  

You may like to givce some thought to the following passage from Pope Francis in Laudate Si:  

‘this sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use and 
abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. We have come to see ourselves as her lords and 
masters, entitled to plunder her at will. The violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected 
in the symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all forms of life. This is why 
the earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned and maltreated of our poor; she 
“groans in travail” (Rom 8:22). We have forgotten that we ourselves are dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our 
very bodies are made up of her elements, we breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment from her 
waters.’   Par 2  

Fr. Hand 

Two events: We have arranged:  

Talk and discussion on 10th November on how the effects of Covid will affect our 
individual lives and society in general.  The talk will be given by Professor Mark Smith of 
the parish; how we will actually organise the evening will depend on the situation with regard 

to how we can meet.  

We have also organised an evening on 1st December with Fr. Andrew Gardener who will be 
leading us in an evening of reflection and prayer at the start of Lent. Again how we actually do 

this will depend on whether we can meet or not. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Online Giving: If you wish to use the new Offertory giving link click on the following 
link PayaCharity Donation Portal.  The parish has done well using this new diocesan method of 

paying.  Thanks for that.  Perhaps others would consider using this method.  

 

Special Collections 
 
As you will be aware there are normally a number of Special Collections throughout 
the year for which we previously had a 2nd collection in the Church. Obviously with 
the restrictions this year these Special Collections have not taken place which have 
had a dramatic impact on these groups who rely very much on them. At the last 
Parish Council meeting we agreed that the Parish would make an equivalent 
payment to Special Collections this year as was collected last year. We have also 
agreed, that as the Society of St Vincent De Paul have been unable to collect any 
funds since lockdown, that we would also make an equivalent contribution to their 
funds this year. 
If any Parishioner would wish to contribute to this giving they can make a payment direct to Holy 
Cross via our PayaCharity Donation Portal 
Thank you for your continued support. 
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Virtual Tea/Coffee: Join other Parishioners for a Virtual Tea or Coffee after Mass at 11:00 

to 11:30 on Zoom. Meeting ID: 734 9918 6205     Password: 5DhvjJ 

 
Confirmation, First Communion and First Confession 
Arrangements are being made for the celebration of the First Communions. First Communion 

parents will receive letters about this on Friday or Monday.  The only practical way of 
celebrating the First Communions is to have them in small groups in the autumn and winter. 
They will be on weekday evenings.  Unfortunately for space reasons only the child making First 

Communion, their parents or guardians and brothers and sisters will be able to attend. We 
hope to have a celebration for all of the children in late May or early June, depending on the 

situation with regard to the virus.  
First Confessions for those children now in Primary 4 who didn’t make them previously have 
been arranged. 

Penance: Primary 3 parents will be asked before Christmas to register their children for the 
two year period of preparation leading to the Sacrament of Penance and the Sacrament of 

Communion.   
First Communions 2021: Parents of children in Primary 4 will be asked before Christmas to 
register their children for the preparation for First Communions.  These will take place towards 

the end of May next year. How they will take place will depend on government policy at the 
time.  

Confirmation:  Primary 7 will be beginning preparation for the Sacrament for Confirmation 
this year. The date given to us by the Archbishop is 15th May next year.  At the moment the 

Archbishop’s plan is to have the Confirmations in three groups during that day. We will have 
more information after Christmas.  All of this is subject to the what the situation is with regard 
to the virus.  Parents and children will be asked to sign up before Christmas for the Sacrament 

of Confirmation.  

 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (May be used during streamed Mass):  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if you were already there, and I unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. (St. Alphonsus) 

Stipends: 

 

 19th September 5:30 (vigil) Margaret Boyle 

Sunday 20th September 9:30am Katie Boyle  

  11:30am Peter Mooty  

Monday 21st September 10:00am (HX) No Mass 

Tuesday 22nd September 10:00am (SMM) No Mass 

Wednesday 23rd September 10:00am (HX) Communion Service.  

Thursday 24th September 10:00am (SMM) Communion Service 

Friday    

Saturday 26th September 10:00am (HX) No Mass 

Saturday  5:30pm (HX) Joan Hume 

Sunday 27th September 9:30 (HX) Harry McCusker  

  11:30 (SMM) Mary Malloy 

 

HX – Holy Cross church 
SMM – St. Margaret Mary’s church 


