
 Holy Cross Parish 

Postal Address - 11 Bangholm Loan, Edinburgh EH5 3AH 
Parish Priest: Fr. Gerry Hand 

Tel: 0131 552 3957 E-mail: hx_mm@btinternet.com 
Parish Website:  hcrossmm.org.uk 

 

Holy Cross is the Parish of the Archdiocese of St. Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland – number SCO08540 

 

 

 

 

 

25th October 2020 – 30th Sunday of the Year - A. page 146. 

First Reading: Exodus 22:20-26; Psalm 17: “I love you, Lord, my strength”. 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 Gospel: Matthew 22:34-40. “The commandment of love.” 

Masses next weekend:    

Saturday 24th October 5.30pm Holy Cross; Sunday 25th October 9.30am Holy Cross, 11.30am 

St. Margaret Mary’s, 1.00pm Polish Mass St. Margaret Mary’s. 

Sunday 25th October-Saturday 31st October: 

Monday, Wednesday, Saturday - Holy Cross 10:00am 

Tuesday, Thursday – St Margaret Mary’s 10:00am 

Booking for Mass Places: Please make sure you are following the booking system.  

Liturgy: 24th/25th Oct. 5:30pm Singing, 9:30am Quiet 11:30am Quiet 

31st Oct./1st Nov. 5:30pm Singing, 9:30am Singing, 11:30am Singing. 

Preface and Eucharistic Prayer:  Preface for Sunday III and EP III 

Feast of All Saints: Sunday 1st November 

 

Feast of All Souls: Monday 2nd November.  Mass at 10.00am Holy Cross, and 
streamed Mass at 7.00pm.  

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  

As we continue to develop how we celebrate Mass in the parish in the restrictive conditions we 

are in, we pray that we may go on doing this in faith and hope, knowing that the Eucharist is 

the very centre of our Christian lives. Thanks to the people who have been able to come and 

celebrate the Mass together but also for the parishioners who as yet are not able to come.  We 
are still one praying community. A special thanks also to those do so much with every aspect of 

preparing for the Mass and also putting it onto the website.We are now turning our attention to 

Advent and Christmas. This will have special difficulties, but I hope we will take the 
opportunities these seasons bring to deepen in our Christian and parish community lives.  

One of the exciting things about the Masses is that many times there is at least one new face in 

the congregation, coming for the first time since 23rd March. To help people coming for the first 

time and to remind the parishioners who come frequently, we will every week repeat several of 

the points we have published in order to celebrate the Mass in the circumstances we are in.  
This week I would like to draw your attention to i. not singing in church- this is a government 

policy designed to cut the risk of transmission of the virus; ii. following carefully the instructions 

of the passkeepers; iii. the importance of booking a place before you come to the church. 

Having a whole list of instructions can be off-putting, but I encourage everyone to see this as 

our working together to keep one another safe.  

I hope all is well with you. 

Fr. Hand 

 

Booking for Mass 
None of us finds booking for Mass to be something we can adjust easily to.  It is strange to 

have to be doing this when we are trying to welcome people to come to the church.  As you 

know Holy Cross has 20 places and St. Margaret Mary’s has 32.  We can however take up more 

than that if there are households coming together, as a household can sit together in a bench.   
We cannot however take more than 50 as this is the government limit for any church. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&docid=bHe3f2CH4BxakM&tbnid=1qGls7dJ1EQRHM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.nasccd.org/nasccdnews/?p%3D1504&ei=Rg2CUt2cEMKVhQeo24DYAQ&psig=AFQjCNFi9rdwSky67jt7kzW08gnyDHsbMg&ust=1384341190339277


Depending on the balance of families and individuals we can take between 20—50 (though in 

Holy Cross for instance that would mean 10 families of 5, which is highly unlikely). 

At the moment due to a fairly low take up of the opportunity for coming to Mass we have not 

yet faced the problem of having to refuse people for the Masses in English, though we have for 
the Mass in Polish. At the moment are going on with the present system with some changes. 

We are at the same time thinking about how we can develop a system which is not simply first 

come first served.  Our aim is to provide a fair allocation system which also respects the needs 

of all parishioners, especially those who may attempt to book later than others. 

From now on the booking through phone and email will run from Monday morning to 
Saturday 4.30pm , and on line from Monday morning until Thursday 9.00am. This means 

that one person will be responsible for assessing numbers rather than several. We suggest you 

book early to ensure a place.  There is no perfect system for booking for Mass, and we will keep 

trying to develop it, especially if the numbers wanting to come increase even a little. The 
Scottish bishops some time ago encouraged Scottish Catholics to try to come to Mass every 

couple of weeks, while fully respecting the need for many parishioners for various reasons not 

to come at the moment. Some parishioners have generously not applied for places to leave 

room for others, but they too are welcome to apply.  

We will continue to look other systems of booking which would help all parishioners to apply 
when they feel able while at the same time helping them to stand aside for others when 

necessary.  

Mark Smith: How Covid affects our Society and Church:  
There is a lot in the media just now about how the Covid virus is likely to have serious effects 

on our society and Church. On Tuesday 10th November at 7.00pm we invite 15 

parishioners to come to Holy Cross parish hall and hear our parishioner Mark Smith, Professor 

of Social Work at Dundee University, share his thoughts on various areas we need to pay 
attention to.  Many people are concerned about mental health and the effects of unemployment, 

but let us also celebrate what we have learned and gained through our experience of the last 

seven months. 

After Professor Smith’s talk there will an opportunity for us to share our thoughts and feelings 

and then a general question and answer session.  If you would like to come, please contact 

the parish office by email or phone by 5th November.  

Arrangements are being made for the talk and a discussion to take place on Zoom.  

 

Confirmation, First Communion and First Confession 

First Communion:  St. Margaret Mary’s:  1st November at the Polish Mass; Saturday 7th 

November 10.00am Mass; Sunday 8th November Polish Mass at 2.30pm; Saturday 14th 
November  10.00am and 1.00pm; Saturday 21st November 10.00am Sunday Class children. 

  

Holy Cross: Sunday 22nd November 2.00pm; Saturday 28th November 10.00am and 1.00pm; 

Sunday 29th November 2.00pm. 
This means the 10.0am Mass on Saturday mornings 7th,14th and 21st November is transferred to 

St. Margaret Mary’s.   

 
Because of the restriction on numbers only the parents or carers and the brothers and sisters of 

the children making their Communion can take part in these Masses. Thanks to the school staffs 

and our catechists who are working hard to prepare the children for the First Communions. 

Advent Reflection:  On Tuesday 1st December 7.00pm, Fr. Andrew Garden, parish priest 

of St. David’s, Dalkeith, will lead an Advent Reflection in Holy Cross church.    

  



Laudate Si: Pope Francis’s letter on Creation, Climate Change and the Environment.  

The whole Church is being encouraged to pay attention to these issues.  As a first step we will 

use some of the themes of Pope Francis in our Masses and services during Advent to help us 

become more aware of the challenge of the Gospel with regard to Creation and Climate. We will 
continue to investigate how other parishes are developing work on the Letter.  Would you be 

willing to help with this work.  Contact the parish office.  

Missio 

October is Mission Month, please support the work of MISSIO. Text MISSIOSCOT to 70085 to 

give £3 or visit www.missioscotland.com/donate 

 Foodbank: Edinburgh Food Project is going to be using St. Margaret Mary’s Hall on Monday 

and Wednesday afternoons and Friday morning.  We are glad to be able to help this important 

work. It will start on Monday 26th October. The Edinburgh Food Project is associated with the 

Trussell Trust and will follow their procedures.  

Event for Grandparents 

If you’re a grandparent please register for ‘Grandparents: Our Mission’. This Zoom event is led 
by Catherine Wiley of the Catholic Grandparents Association. She will present a vision of 

grandparents’ ministry which includes sharing the faith with grandchildren and building a sense 

of mission in today’s Church. It takes place at 7pm on Wednesday 04 November 2020. Register 

at bit.ly/GrandparentsEvent.  
 

Abortion consultation 

From Archdiocese: The Scottish Government is carrying out a consultation regarding the 
extension of the abortion ‘pills by post’ scheme beyond the current pandemic. SPUC has created 

a simple guide to help you fill out the consultation so please visit spuc.org.uk and search 

‘Scottish DIY’.  Please pray for the unborn. 
From SPUC: The Scottish Government is holding a consultation on whether to continue the 

practice of sending dangerous abortion pills to  women to undergo abortions at home. We need 

as many pro-life people as possible to complete the Scottish Government’s questionnaire in 

order to stop dangerous DIY abortions becoming permanent. SPUC has prepared a briefing 
which gives a step by step guide to completing the questionnaire. Please go to 

www.spuc.org.uk/Scottish-Consultation 

In God’s Image 
The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland would like to hear from you if you wish to propose any 

changes to ‘In God’s Image’, the safeguarding policy manual for the Catholic Church in 

Scotland. They state: “We want to hear from lay people, as well as from clergy and religious. 

Above all, we are keen to hear from survivors or victims of abuse so that the church can plan to 
ensure sensitive responses to all allegations and concerns.” Closing date is 30 

November.  Please go to bcos.org.uk/InGodsImageV2. 

Safeguarding Webinar   
If you have a safeguarding role in the Church, please consider registering for a Zoom webinar 

hosted by the Scottish Catholic Safeguarding on Saturday 14 November from 11am-1:30pm. 

The webinar will focus on safeguarding and online risks in the pandemic. To register 
email: registration@scsafeguarding.org.uk 

National Rosary Relay Rally  

Pray the Rosary online with others in the Archdiocese for the National Rosary Rally on Saturday 

31 October at 1pm. Pray along on the Archdiocese’s Facebook, YouTube or 
website: archedinburgh.org/new-events.  

Online Giving: If you wish to use the new Offertory giving link click on the following 

link PayaCharity Donation Portal.  The parish has done well using this new diocesan method of 

paying.  Thanks for that.  Perhaps others would consider using this method.  

Virtual Tea/Coffee: Join other Parishioners for a Virtual Tea or Coffee after Mass at 11:00 

to 11:30 on Zoom. Meeting ID: 734 9918 6205     Password: 5DhvjJ 
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Scran Academy (a local social enterprise who provided about 150,000 meals to the local area 

during lockdown)  is producing beautiful Christmas hampers for sale this year and all the 

proceeds go towards training up young people in the food industry who would otherwise have 

very few opportunities. It really is a great organisation and they helped a lot of people in our 
area.  See www.scranacademy.com 
 
 

Edinburgh Jesuit Centre: Please see poster on Holy Cross website and email. Cardinal Peter 
Turkson : Fraternity and Social Friendship: Exploring Pope Francis’ Latest Encyclical. 

27th October 7.30pm on Zoom.   Login using the link below:  
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2365092814 or Meeting ID: 236 509 2814. 
It will also be livestreamed on its Facebook page! 
 

40 Days for Life: 

A peaceful prayer vigil will take place outside the Chalmers Clinic in Edinburgh from 23 

September to 01 November. The purpose is to pray for an end to abortion; parishioners are 
asked to consider taking part for an hour or so. For more details 

visit www.40daysforlife.com/edinburgh 
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (May be used during streamed Mass):  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if you were already there, and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. (St. Alphonsus) 

Stipends: 

Saturday 24th October 5:30 (vigil) Mass for People 

Sunday 25th October 9:30am Ian Stoddart 

  11:30am Special Intention 

Monday 26th October 10:00am (HX) Intentions of Eileen Shields 

Tuesday 27th October 10:00am (SMM) Intentions of Una Smith 

Wednesday 28th October 10:00am (HX)  

Thursday 29th October 10:00am (SMM) Intentions of Carmel Yore 

Friday    

Saturday 31st October 10:00am (HX)  

Saturday  5.30pm Angela Moore 

Sunday 1st November 9:30 (HX) Mass for People 

  11:30 (SMM)  

 
HX – Holy Cross church 

SMM – St. Margaret Mary’s church 
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