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22nd November 2020 – Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe - A. page 158. 

First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17; Psalm 22: “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46. “He will take his seat on his throne of 

glory, and he will separate men one from another.” 

Masses this weekend 

Saturday 21st November 5.30pm Holy Cross; Sunday 22nd November 9.30am Holy Cross,  

11.30am St. Margaret Mary’s, 1.00pm Polish Mass St. Margaret Mary’s. 

Sacrament of Penance: Fr. Hand will be available on Saturday 5th December 12.00-1.00 Holy 

Cross Church and in St. Margaret Mary’s Church on Saturday 12th December 12.00-1.00 for the 
Sacrament of Penance.  In order to arrange these safely, if you would like to come for Confession, 

please ring or email the parish house. We will split the hour into quarter hours and ask you to 

come for one of these.  This is to help any clustering of people at the back.  Any parishioner is 
welcome to ring Fr. Hand to arrange the Sacrament of Penance at the parish house. 

Fr. Hand will be on retreat from Monday 23rd November until Friday 27th November 

Sunday 22nd November-Saturday 28th November: There is no Mass on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday mornings.  There is Mass on Monday.  

On Wednesday morning there is a Liturgy of the Word and Communion Service in Holy Cross and 

on Thursday a Liturgy of the Word and Communion Service in St. Margaret Mary’s. Please note on 

28th November the 10.00am First Communion Mass is in Holy Cross.   
For the First Communion Masses all places are reserved for those involved in the First 

Communions. 

Booking for Mass Places: Please make sure you are following the booking system: booking 

system on parish website, mobile phone 075464 54419, parish e mail address.  

Advent Reflection:  On Tuesday 1st December 7.00pm- 8.15pm, Fr. Andrew Garden, parish 

priest of St. David’s, Dalkeith, will lead an Advent Reflection in Holy Cross church. If you would like 

to come along please book by email or the parish phone by 27th November. 

All government safety policies will be followed. Please note that depending on the Covid 

situation the arrangement for this event may have to be changed at the last minute 

Advent Services: Tuesday 8th December 7.00pm St. Margaret Mary’s; Tuesday 15th December 

Holy Cross. 

 

Seniors Christmas Lunch 

Due to the current covid 19 restrictions we are unable to hold our Senior Citizens Christmas lunch, 
however, we are proposing to deliver a Christmas lunch instead. 

If you would like to receive a Christmas lunch on Saturday 12th December, please contact Pat  

Shearer on 07546 454419 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  

As you know Christmas is coming and rather quickly. How to try and organise the Masses and 

services for Advent and Christmas is a challenge. In particular how to organise the booking system 

for Christmas Masses has been quite a challenge.  Pat and Maciej, who are the booking team, and 
I have spent quite a bit of time puzzling about it. Robert, the chair of the pastoral council and I 

have spent time coming to a decision as to how to develop the Christmas booking system.  
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A major difficulty is not knowing how many parishioners will want to attend a Mass.  When the 

Mass returned in July throughout the country there was an over-estimation of the number of 

parishioners who would feel able to come to Mass. Some of the parishes who put on extra Masses 

needed them however others had to take remove them. In Holy Cross church we have never 
reached our limit and in St. Margaret Mary’s church we have only reached the limit once.  

We want to be fair to everyone and have a system that allows reasonable access to everyone.  To 

that end we see no alternative to some form of ballot, but working out the details of that is not 

easy.   

Next week you will be asked to let us know which Mass you would prefer to attend and 

also who is coming with you. There will be a table detailing all the Masses in next week’s 

newsletter to help you decide.   

You will be able to request a place by:-   

a) using the present booking number 075464 54419,  

b) or a designated email address, robertbmcgee@btinternet.com 

c) or put your reply in an envelope at the back of the church or at the church house.  

d) we are investigating whether we can use the online booking system for this.  

With that information Robert, Pat, Maciej and I, using a ballot system and some judgement, will try 

and sort out people to the Masses. We ask people’s trust and good will in this process.  

The details of the Masses will be given next week which will include an additional Mass at midday 

at Holy Cross Church.  

The bishops are also encouraging those who feel unable to come out to Mass and those 

who cannot get a place to use the streamed Mass to celebrate Christmas.   

We are also using the week from Christmas Day to 31st December as a Christmas Week, where the 

Masses while celebrating the feast of the day will also be very much part of the Christmas 

celebrations.  If you feel a bit uneasy about coming on Christmas Day, you may want to come to 

one of these Masses.  

It has been commented that some parishioners have not tried to book a space over the last 

months because they were leaving the places for other parishioners.  As said above we have not 
been full.  We invite everyone who would like to come at Christmas to let us know and we will do 

our best to get everyone to Mass.  

Full details will be available next week.  

Sincerely, Fr. Hand 

 

Mark Smith: How Covid affects our Society and Church 

Thanks to Mark for taking part in the zooming of his talk and thanks to those who took part in the 

discussion.   Many valuable points were raised and we now face the challenge of identifying the areas 

we need to give emphasis to on our planning for the future.  

 

First Communions: Holy Cross: Sunday 22nd November 2.00pm; Saturday 28th November 

10.00am and 1.00pm; Sunday 29th November 1.30pm. 

Because of the restriction on numbers only the parents or carers and the brothers and 
sisters of the children making their Communion can take part in these Masses; they 

should be from the same household.  

 

Special Collections: As we said previously the pastoral council recommended that we pay from 

parish funds what our special collections would normally have come to, as the various groups and 

Church activities are suffering from not getting the funds they would normally have got.  Here is a 
list of the collections from 2019. Our recommendation is that we pay the equivalent for 2020 from 

parish funds. We invite contributions from the parish towards the payment of the 

collections. Please use the normal means of payment if you would like to donate.  There will 
also be boxes available at the back of the church from next week for two weeks. We are 

aware that there is financial pressure for many just now, but for those who are able this is an 

opportunity to support the various activities listed below. 
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Diploma in Catechetics  

Want to know more about the Archdiocese’s Diploma in Catechetics? Join a 30min Zoom event at 

7:30pm on Tuesday 24 November. Just use this link to take 

part: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86857681064 (or Meeting ID: 868 5768 1064 ). This is a great 
opportunity to increase your knowledge of our Catholic Faith. Alternatively, for more info 

email: sranna.marie@staned.org.uk 
  
Points to Remember:  As you know all of our policies to do with Mass during this Covid time are to do with 
keeping safe by reducing the risk of cross infection. We are committed to parishioners feeling safe. This 
week please keep in mind: 

• After Communion please don’t kneel on the step of the altar rails or anywhere nearby. This is because 

this increases the risk of infection and so requires after Mass for more of the church to be cleaned, 

and also anyone kneeling near to where Communion is being given out becomes a trip hazard.  

• We are delighted to see children at Mass both Sundays and weekdays. We would be grateful to 

parents if they would keep them as close as possible as, if the children are running about and 

touching benches etc, all of that has to be sanitized and increases the workload of the passkeepers 

and welcomers.  

Catholic Education Week (16-30 Nov) 
Please find attached Archbishop Tartaglia’s Pastoral Letter for Catholic Education Week 2020 on the theme 
of Jesus Christ: the Way, the Truth and the Life.  The week takes place each year from the Feast of St 

Margaret of Scotland (16 Nov) until the Feast of St Andrew (30 Nov).  Schools and parishes are asked to pick 
a week within this fortnight. The purpose of Catholic Education Week is to highlight the significance of 
Catholic education. Priests are asked to reflect on their own roles in the education process. 
Appeal for teachers 
If you would like further information on becoming a teacher in our Catholic schools, please contact the 
Scottish Catholic Education Service: mail@sces.uk.com 
Life of Faith talk - Zoom 
Join the Life of Faith talks on Zoom, which are bringing Catholics together across the diocese. Monday (23 

Nov) is for those in the Edinburgh Deanery. You can choose to attend at 2pm or 7:30pm. If you missed 
the talk for your deanery (Fife, West Lothian, Falkirk & Stirling) you can take part in either of these 
remaining sessions. To register, email Sr Anna Marie sranna.marie@staned.org.uk, telling her which 
date/time you want to attend. 

Laudate Si: Pope Francis’s letter on Creation, Climate Change and the Environment.  It would be 
good for the parish if a good number of parishioners took the time to read Laudate Si, which can be found on 

the internet.  Summarisied versions and material about can be found also on the internet.  The SCIAF and 
Cafod websites have good material. Would you be willing to help the parish develop this work?  
Contact the parish office.  

Foodbank: Edinburgh Food Project is using St. Margaret Mary’s Hall on Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons and Friday morning. Urgently needed items: tinned fruit, ready meals, coffee, rice, desserts, 
fruit juice, (long life), hand wash, household cleaning products, jam, pulses, sugar.   Low: deodorants, pasta 
sauce, snacks, shampoo, shaving foam, razors. 

Parish Catechists: Launch New Sacramental Resources 
Are you involved in sacramental preparation (Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and Confirmation) of 
children in your parish? You are most welcome to attend an event to launch the new sacramental workbooks 
and materials. The zoom event takes place on Saturday 28 November at 2pm. A link for the event will be 
sent to you upon registration. To register, please email Sr Mirjam Hugens FSO 
at SrMirjam.Hugens@staned.org.uk 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (May be used during streamed Mass):  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if you were already there, and I unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. (St. Alphonsus) 
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i. That the missionary society changes from year to year and this year it goes to the Columban 

Fathers.   

ii. A substantial contribution has already been made to the Aged and Infirm Clergy Fund and this will 

not be repeated this year. 

iii. The St. Vincent de Paul boxes are not normally seen as a special collection but due to the fact that 

their income has collapse and that we anticipate demand for their services next year, we have 

included the society in our list.  

 

Justice & Peace 409.44 

African Missions & Holy Places 500.68 

Catholic Education 435.15 

Papal & Episcopal Charities 1218.62 

Communications 435 

Peter Pence 569.61 

Lenten Alms 226 

Ecclesiastical Students Fund 574.45 

SCIAF Boxes  273.84 

Missionary Society 1131.75 

Missio 1006.75 

SVDP 2000.00 

 
Liturgy: 27th Nov./28th Nov. 5:30pm Singing, 9:30am Singing, 11:30am Organ. 

Preface and Eucharistic Prayer:  Preface of Christ the King  III EP of Reconciliation I 

 
Mass Intentions: 

Saturday 21st November 5:30 (vigil) Intentions of Una Smith 

Sunday 22nd November 9:30am Mass for the People 

  11:30am Pauline Storey 

Monday 23rd November 10:00am (HX) Joe Parker 

Tuesday 24th November No Mass  

Wednesday 25th November Liturgy of the Word and Communion 
Service10:00am (HX) 

 

Thursday 26th November Liturgy of the Word and Communion 
Service1 10:00am (SMM) 

 

Friday    

Saturday 28th November 
 

 

Saturday  5.30pm Molly and Peter Tracey 

Sunday 29th November 9:30 (HX) Jacob Dsouza 

  11:30 (SMM) Mass for the People 

HX – Holy Cross church 
SMM – St. Margaret Mary’s church 
 

Booking for Mass 
None of us finds booking for Mass to be something we can adjust easily to.  It is strange to have to be doing 
this when we are trying to welcome people to come to the church.  As you know Holy Cross has 20 places 
and St. Margaret Mary’s has 32.  We can however take up more than that if there are households coming 
together, as a household can sit together in a bench.   We cannot however take more than 50 as this is the 
government limit for any church. Depending on the balance of families and individuals we can take between 
20—50 (though in Holy Cross for instance that would mean 10 families of 5, which is highly unlikely). 

From now on the booking through phone and email will run from Monday morning to Saturday 4.30pm, 
and on line from Monday morning until Thursday 9.00am.  

Online Giving: If you wish to use the new Offertory giving link click on the following link PayaCharity 
Donation Portal.  The parish has done well using this new diocesan method of paying.  Thanks for that.  
Perhaps others would consider using this method.  

https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=EDHOL
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Virtual Tea/Coffee: Join other Parishioners for a Virtual Tea or Coffee after Mass at 11:00 to 11:30 on 
Zoom. Meeting ID: 734 9918 6205     Password: 5DhvjJd  

In God’s Image 
The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland would like to hear from you if you wish to propose any changes to ‘In 
God’s Image’, the safeguarding policy manual for the Catholic Church in Scotland. They state: “We want to 
hear from lay people, as well as from clergy and religious. Above all, we are keen to hear from survivors or 
victims of abuse so that the church can plan to ensure sensitive responses to all allegations and concerns.” 

Closing date is 30 November.  Please go to bcos.org.uk/InGodsImageV2. 
 
 
Abortion consultation 
From Archdiocese: The Scottish Government is carrying out a consultation regarding the extension of the 
abortion ‘pills by post’ scheme beyond the current pandemic. SPUC has created a simple guide to help you 
fill out the consultation so please visit spuc.org.uk and search ‘Scottish DIY’.  Please pray for the unborn. 
From SPUC: The Scottish Government is holding a consultation on whether to continue the practice of 
sending dangerous abortion pills to  women to undergo abortions at home. We need as many pro-life people 
as possible to complete the Scottish Government’s questionnaire in order to stop dangerous DIY abortions 
becoming permanent. SPUC has prepared a briefing which gives a step by step guide to completing the 
questionnaire. Please go to www.spuc.org.uk/Scottish-Consultation 
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