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10th January 2021 – Baptism of the Lord  First Reading Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7;  

Psalm 28 “The Lord will bless his people with peace.”  
Second Reading: Acts 10:34-38; Gospel: Mark 1:7-11 

 

Happy New Year to All Parishioners  
Thanks: A special thanks to everyone who has given their time so generously to the parish since 
the lockdown in March. Without these volunteers we could not function as a parish. 
________________________________________________________________________    

 
Snow and Frost: Snow and frost are a real problem when they happen.  If anyone is willing to be 

called upon when help is needed for clearing the paths and car parks, please contact the parish office 
on 0131 552 3957 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Masses 

Sunday Mass will be available on our website at 10:00am.  

The Mass will come from Holy Cross and St. Margaret Mary’s in turn 

Daily Mass will be streamed live on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  

Wednesday Mass streaming link - https://youtu.be/mLuYorUk4x4 

Thursday Mass streaming link - https://youtu.be/anWO9bSBOvU 
 

Sacrament of Penance:  Any parishioner is welcome to ring Fr. Hand to arrange the Sacrament 

of Penance at the parish house. 

Sunday Family Prayer Service: The service you find attached can be used on Sundays or during 

the week.  

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  

As you know the Scottish Government has ordered an immediate lockdown. That means the 

churches have had to close immediately, and will be opened only for online Masses or services, and 
for funerals (20 people including the celebrant) and for weddings (5 people including the priest).  

As last time we will continue to investigate and carry out various ways of keeping parish life going 
on.  

We are all concerned about the present state of the pandemic.  We will all do our best to co-

operate with government policies to work for the safety of our whole national community.  

I am attaching to the newsletter a family service based on the service prepared by the 

archdiocesan catechetics’ commission.  It can be used by a family or individual on Sunday or any 
time during the week.  

Those involved in the Masses above have acted quickly and we are ready to celebrate the 

Masses on Sundays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. These Masses will be streamed and I will 
celebrate the other weekday Masses privately.  

Mass requests: Several Masses have been requested for particular intentions and I will not 
celebrate them until I know whether those who requested them would be happy for them to be 
celebrated without being present or would prefer to wait until the church re-opens. Please get in 

touch with me.  

Sincerely, Fr. Hand 
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200 Club – Renewal of subscription for 2021 & new member requests 

If you are a current member of the 200 Club and pay your subscription by Standing Order either 
monthly or annually you do not need to do anything further. 

If you normally pay your subscription by cash, cheque or by Direct Banking the annual subscription 
of £36 is due before 31/01/21. 

Due to the Covid 19 restrictions it will be more difficult to see people and collect their subscriptions 

therefore I would be very pleased if you would consider either setting up a Standing Order with 
your Bank or use your Online Banking to pay the subscription of £36 for 2021. 

The bank details are:- Clydesdale Bank, Sort Code 82-62-31, Account No 00297464, Account 
Name Holy Cross Church 100 Club. Please add a reference to the payment of your name. 

If you are unable to do any of the above please feel free to post a cheque for £36 to me at 71 East 

Trinity Road, EH5 3EL payable to Holy Cross Church 100 Club. 

If you would like to join the 200 Club please contact me on robertbmcgee@btinternet.com and I 

will arrange for a number to be allocated to you. 

Robert McGee 

 

Sacramental Preparation: First Confession, First Communion, Confirmation:  

For children at the Catholic schools: when the schools go back we will give what information 

we have.  

For children at non-Catholic schools: 

• Confirmations: These will take place on 15th May for those in the P7 age group.  Would 

parents of children at non-Catholic schools please contact Fr. Hand by 18th January about 

the children’s preparation.  

• Confession and Communion: Would the parents and guardian of children at non-Catholic 

schools and who intend to sign up for the classes at the church please notify Fr. Hand as soon 

as possible?  

• Children entering the second year of preparation i.e. direct preparation for First 

Communion: As soon at it becomes clear that we may have groups of children together we 

will give further details.  

 

Weddings: Are you planning to marry this year? You should give your parish priest at least six 
months’ notice before the date of your wedding. Marriage preparation course dates are now 

available for the Archdiocese. Find them at https://archedinburgh.org/pastoral-
governance/marriage-families or email irene.furlong@staned.org.uk 

Vaccinations:  Holy Cross Hall is being used on Monday by the Bangholm Medical Practice for the 
vaccinations of those over 80. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

This takes place from 18-25 January. Resources are available at https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-
prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/ 

EdinburghService: We hope to see as many of you as possible.  The service will take place via 
Zoom on Wednesday 20th January 2021 at 7.30pm.  The theme is 'Abiding in Christ' and this year 
is prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland.  Visit their website for 

more information about them  https://www.grandchamp.org/unite2021/. Please all bring a candle 
with you to be lit at a point in the service.  Please register in advance for this meeting by clicking 

on the link below and following the instructions:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sfuGgqzIjHt3WoK0qCrJtTNkg8WAh6qtZ 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

meeting.     
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Laudate Si: Pope Francis’s letter on Creation, Climate Change and the Environment.  

Our parish group met last week: plans have been made to develop a wild garden in a sustainable 
way, to develop prayer and reflective material for our website, and to make contact with the eco-

congregation network, as well as developing our contact with the diocesan Caritas (J&P) network. If 
you would like to know more about this, contact the parish office.  

Virtual Tea/Coffee: Join other Parishioners for a Virtual Tea or Coffee after Mass at 11:00 to 

11:30 on Zoom. Meeting ID: 734 9918 6205 Password: 5DhvjJ.  

Sacramental Talks  

Rediscover the power of the Sacraments in a new online talk titled Fire & Water, covering 
confirmation and baptism. Sign up for your deanery area by 
emailing sranna.marie@staned.org.uk. All talks on Zoom. Fife: Mon 11 Jan 2:00pm| West 

Lothian: Mon 11 Jan 7:30pm | Mid/East Lothian & Borders: Mon 18 Jan 2:00pm | Edinburgh: Mon 
18 Jan 7:30pm | Falkirk & Stirling Mon 25 Jan 7:30pm. 

Foodbank: Edinburgh Food Project at St. Margaret Mary’s will be closed until further notice. 
Out of the eight foodbanks of the Edinburgh Food Project only the one at Tollcross will be open. We 
have no information about other foodbanks.  

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (May be used during streamed Mass):  

Lord Jesus, you have promised to remain with us in the Eucharist and also in the depth of our own 
art.  

Help us now to be still…..to listen……to surrender ourselves to your loving presence. 
Heal what may be fractured, sustain and strengthen us for the tasks of this day. 
Enable us to welcome the mystery of your presence in all those we meet. 

And in moments of quiet we rest in your love 
Amen   Mairi Clunas 

Preface and Eucharistic Prayer:  Preface of the Baptism of the Lord and EP I 

 

Mass Intentions: 

Saturday 9th January   

Sunday 10th January 10.00am Mass for the People 

    

Monday 11th January   

Tuesday 12th January   

Wednesday 13th January 10.00am streamed Peter Ross 

Thursday 14th January 10.00am streamed McLean 

Saturday 16th January   

Saturday 16th January   

Sunday 17th January 10.00am Recorded 
and then streamed 

Mass for the People 

  
 

 

 
HX – Holy Cross church 

SMM – St. Margaret Mary’s church 
 

Online Giving: If you wish to use the new Offertory giving link click on the following 
link PayaCharity Donation Portal.  The parish has done well using this new diocesan method of paying.  

Thanks for that.  Perhaps others would consider using this method.  
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