
Holy Cross Parish 

Postal Address - 11 Bangholm Loan, Edinburgh EH5 3AH 
Tel: 0131 552 3957 E-mail: hx_mm@btinternet.com 

Holy Cross is the Parish of the Archdiocese of St. Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland – number SCO08540 

 

 

14th March 2021 - 4th Sunday of Lent  

 

Dear Parishioners 

On precisely this day last year (4th Sunday of Lent) legislation had been put in place which 

stopped us from gathering for Mass in the usual way and introduced us all to a new way of 

worship. We then went into lockdown. You don’t need us to tell you how difficult life has 

been for most people since then. We would like to thank you for your efforts in helping to 

care for your family, neighbours and parish. A positive result of the coronavirus was to show 

that community spirit is not dead.  

Perhaps we are all becoming a bit ragged in our response now, but we would like to ask you 

to continue to support the governments to lead us safely through the effects of the virus.  As 

you will see below the Parish has tried to help us keep worshiping and praying. It has also 

tried to keep other elements of community life going, while also engaging in efforts to 

support community efforts to help those in the most need.  We ask you to maintain those 

efforts.  

The Parish has risen to the challenge and, through the efforts of many Parishioners from 

both Churches, established robust processes which have allowed us to continue to celebrate 

Mass together on a weekly basis, albeit online.  

Considerable work has been undertaken during the last twelve months by the groups which 

we established within the Parish, namely the Communications Group, Opening of the 

Church & Future Planning Group, Liturgy & Spiritualty Group and the Contacting Group. All 

of the individuals who have contributed to these groups have been instrumental in providing 

Parishioners with the best and safest alternative to gathering for Mass and other services 

during the Coronavirus epidemic.  

We should celebrate the numerous activities which we have been able to organise and 

participate in during the last twelve months, which at the start of lockdown in March 2020 

would have seemed impossible. These activities included: 

• Recorded & streamed Mass every Sunday morning at 10:00am from Holy Cross 

or St Margaret Mary’s with Parish readers and musicians contributing to the 

Mass. 

• Live streaming of all the First Holy Communion Masses to ensure families of the 

children did not miss out on this special day. 

• Children’s Liturgy organisation of the Family Gathering service during Advent. 

• Formation of a Laudato Si group within the Parish to ensure we consider in our 

decision-making process the effect on the environment. 

• Weekly communication with circa 200 Parishioners via the electronic Newsletter 

and by post, and by phone from the group of volunteers who keep in regular 

contact with Parishioners. 

• Preparation and distribution of a Christmas dinner to approximately 80 

Parishioners in December. 



• The SVDP team have continued to provide greatly needed support and have 

been assisted by the Parish with a donation of £2k to make up for the missed 

weekly collections. 

• Arrangements for over 250 Parishioners to attend a Mass during Christmas time 

whilst adhering to all the Social Distancing protocols. These Masses required 

additional volunteers to welcome Parishioners and also sanitise the Church after 

every Mass. 

• Spiritual talks both within the Church when permitted and online by Fr Garden 

from St David’s Dalkeith which were well received. Spiritual material was also put 

on to the website. 

• Parishioners have also been extremely considerate in adopting new ways to 

provide their Offertory by setting up Bank Standing Orders or by using the 

Payacharity link in the newsletter. This has helped the Parish greatly in providing 

income which would not otherwise have been received. 

• The weekly Zoom call after the Mass on Sundays for Parishioners to meet 

informally for a chat and keep up to date with what is happening around the 

Parish. 

• Finally, the Holy Cross Church Hall is being utilised by the local Bangholm 

Medical Centre to assist them with their Vaccination Programme for all the priority 

groups within our area which has been well received by them and the recipients 

of the Vaccine. 

What has clearly been demonstrated over the last twelve months is that Parishioners want to 

help one another wherever they can. As we continue our efforts to find the way forward 

would you offer some of your time and talents to the life and work of the parish.  Perhaps 

your response to the virus could be to offer your support to any parish activities that develop 

the life of the parish and at the same time reach out to any one in our society in physical or 

spiritual need.  

Although there has been very positive progress with the roll out of the vaccine there will still 

remain an understandable nervousness with many people about coming back to Church as 

they prepare to re-open. We need to ensure that we are hearing and considering the 

views of as many Parishioners as possible to help with our planning for the weeks 

and months ahead.   

The infection rates are dropping but are still high.  We are preparing to develop parish life as 

we gradually come out of lockdown and go into the future. There is much concern over the 

effects of the virus on our society. As a Catholic community we have tried to look at this and 

it is very likely that we will be living in a society facing material and spiritual difficulties.  

Key areas we need to look at are how to get something resembling parish life back on track, 

how we can listen to one another’s experiences, and how, through the challenges we 

have undergone, we can become a more believing, committed member of our parish and of 

our local community, willing to respond to the situation as we find it.  

Our Church and society were facing many questions before the Covid virus.  We hope we 

can continue to rise to the difficulties we are in and make them an opportunity to patiently try 

to seek God’s will for the future. 

Sincerely  

 

Gerard R. Hand (parish priest)                   Robert McGee (chairperson of pastoral council) 


