
Planning for coming out of Covid.  22-8-21 

 

In developing our plans we used as a basis for our thinking: ‘Updated Covid Advice for Parishes’, 

from the Bishops’ of Scotland Control Group (10th August).  We also acknowledged that we are still in 

the pandemic, though circumstances are improving but numbers of infections are increasing.  

We want to relate to the feelings of everyone in the parish, ranging from those who are still deeply 

apprehensive to those who seem not to have a great deal of concern.  Our aim is to help everyone, 

when they feel able, to return to Mass and life in the parish. We want to do that in a reasonably safe 

way, though catering to everyone’s feelings may not be possible.  

Some main points that have still to be continued are: 

• The bishops are emphasising that aerosols are a bigger danger of infection than surfaces. 

• Maintaining good hygiene on entering and leaving the church. 

• Practising respiratory hygiene and cough etiquette 

• Wearing masks or face coverings. 

• Ensuring Good Ventilation. 

• Test and Protection is to be maintained.  

• As far as we are aware we are still to keep the Mass to a moderate length so that the 

congregation is not in the church longer than necessary.  

• We are still to avoid congregating or crushing together. 

We also intend for the immediate future to maintain our 1 metre social distancing policy. This will be 

kept for the next few weeks. Depending on the infection rate, changes will be made in this as 

numbers increase, and if necessary we will put two people in the seats now blocked off sitting 

diagonally to the people behind and in front of them.  

Music: Congregational singing will continue to be developed. Choirs are still not allowed but 

individuals and small groups (3 singers) will continue to lead the singing.  All singers are asked to 

wear masks, as are the instrumentalists where possible.  

Communions will be done slightly differently and will be explained for 28/29 August. 

Test and Protect is to be maintained. To make this easier for everyone we will be forming a register 

for each Mass to save everyone giving details at each Mass.  Anyone going to a different Mas from 

normal is asked to give contact details to the passkeepers.  Visitors or anyone returning to Mass for 

the first time are asked to give their contact details. Details will be needed for other services.  

Booking: We hope we will no longer need to book by the middle of September.  

Directions: The passkeepers will continue to direct people to their seats and to direct people for 

Communion and leaving the Church.  We continue to ask you to co-operate with the passkeepers; all 

directions are designed to keep everyone as safe as possible.  

Second Reading: The second reading will be reinstated in two weeks time.  

Sign of Peace:   A sign of peace will be added in two weeks time. You will be asked to turn to those 

around you and nod and say peace be with you.  



Offertory Procession: Depending on the infection level we hope to start the offertory procession on 

11th/12th September. 

Offertory Collection: For the present we will not be having collections being put round , but from 

this week there will be baskets at the back or front of the church for normal and special collections.  

Newsletters: From this week there will be newsletters available in the church for those who don’t 

receive them by email or post. Later in the year we wiil be doing some work on the newsletter and 

you will be asked to advise us on what method of delivery helps you to read it.  

Servers: We hope to re-introduce servers in the next two or three weeks.  

Holy Water and Votive Candles: These will not be re-introduced within the immediate future. 

Baptisms, Funerals and Weddings:  For the immediate future we will talk this out with those 

involved so that 1 metre social distancing can be maintained.  After this we will need some policy to 

stop people crushing together.  

Sanitising the benches: Changes are being developed with regard to this and we hope to relieve in 

some way the burdens that our volunteers have taken on so faithfully.  


