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5th September 2021 – 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – year B   

First Reading Isaiah 35:4-7; Psalm 145 “My soul, give praise to the Lord.”;  

Second Reading: James 2:1-5; Gospel: Mark 7:31-37 

Mass Times:  5.30pm vigil HX; 9.30am HX; 11.30am MM; 1.00am MM (see end of newsletter 

for details).  

Sacrament of Penance: If you would like the Sacrament of Penance please contact Fr Hand. 

Streamed Mass: 5th September 9.30am   12th September 11.30am     

Go to the parish website to click on the link for the streamed Mass. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  

We continue our journey together of coming out of Covid, even though the infection rate is still 

high.  As a community of faith we are called to help one another to return to the celebration of the 

Eucharist, when we feel able to. Why not talk to one another about returning to church, helping one 

another to weigh up the pros and cons as to when we should return.  

 

Thanks to those who supported the Saturday coffee morning, where parishioners had the chance 

to share their ideas for planning the celebrations of the Centenary. The posters with the ideas will 

be available after the 5.30pm Mass, the 9.30am and the 11.30am Mass, where you can share 

your ideas. The organising group will work on the results to feed into the planning. Please continue 

to pray for one another and to share your ideas with one another.  

 

I hope to see you soon.  

Fr. Hand 

 

Covid  

We are working on the changes for Covid.   We have gone back to the pre Covid way of 

distributing Communion in Holy Cross this week. Given the different structure of the church at 

St. Margaret Mary’s we will continue as we are for the next few weeks.  

This week we re-introduce the 2nd reading. We will also re-introduce a sign of peace.  This 

will be done by asking everyone to turn to their neighbour, nod and say peace be with you. We 

are not re-introducing the handshake. 

From this week the priest will no longer say ‘May the Body and Blood of Christ bring us to 

everlasting life’ as we have now started saying ‘The Body of Christ’.  

Servers: Would young adults and children who were servers before the Lockdown please get in 

touch with Fr. Hand to let him know if they would like to serve again. We hope to introduce 

servers in two weeks’ time. If children and adults who have not served before but would like to 

serve, please contact Fr. Hand.  

All plans are dependent on what happens with regard to the rate of infection.  
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Heating and the Environment Meeting: 7pm Monday 6th September 
Teresa Keenan is giving information on alternatives to fossil fuels in Holy Cross Hall on Monday 6th 

September at 7.00pm.  This is one of the parish’s responses to Pope Francis’ letter ‘Laudato Si’ on the 

environment and climate change. Domestic houses produce a large percentage of CO2 emissions.  

All are welcome but please let the parish office know if you would like to come along so that we 

can set out the hall safely.  All Covid safety measures will be taken.   
 

We pray for Monty Snyder who will be buried in Seafield Cemetery at 1.30pm on Monday 
13th September. 
 

Season of Creation: 1st September-4th October (Feast of Creation) 
Our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful 
mother who opens her arms to embrace us.   Pope Francis. LS 

Laudato Si Meeting:  Tuesday 7th September 2.00pm by Zoom 

Heating Meeting: See first page 
Justice & Peace Mass 

The Annual Archdiocesan Justice & Peace Mass takes place at 7:30pm on Monday 6 
September at St Columba’s, Upper Gray Street, Edinburgh (EH9 1SN). It marks the 
beginning of the Season of Creation and will be a chance to pray for the success of 

COP26. Refreshments will be served after Mass. Register 
at bit.ly/JusticeAndPeaceMass2021See page 1 

Sunday 5th September 2021, 3.30pm 
Join Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) in partnership with Glasgow 

Churches Together and Glasgow Cathedral (St Mungo's or High Kirk) for the 
Nations' Climate Sunday Service, live online from 3.30pm, service opens at 4.00pm. 
Justice & Peace Mass The Annual Archdiocesan Justice & Peace Mass takes place at 

7:30pm on Monday 6 September at St Columba’s, Upper Gray Street, Edinburgh (EH9 
1SN). It marks the beginning of the Season of Creation and will be a chance to pray for 

the success of COP26. Refreshments will served after Mass. Register 
at bit.ly/JusticeAndPeaceMass2021 

 

National Pilgrimage 
The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland invite you to the shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes at Carfin 

for the annual national pilgrimage. The event is in honour of St Joseph in this year of 
dedication to him. It takes place at 3pm on Sunday 5 September. 
Event: Shakespeare: A Catholic Perspective 

Explore the Bard's plays in a six-week webinar series titled Shakespeare: A Catholic 
Perspective. The sessions will look at six of his best known works, with insights on human 

nature from St Thomas Aquinas. Don't worry if you haven't read Shakespeare, you’ll be 
guided along each week! The event is organised by the Archdiocesan Catechetics Commission 
and it begins on Monday 6 September at 7:30pm. Register at bit.ly/ShakespeareWebinar 

Courses at Gillis Centre 
Applications are now open for a variety of courses run by St Mary’s University at the Gillis 

Centre Campus in Edinburgh, starting this autumn. Why not improve your knowledge of the 
Catholic Faith with an MA in Theology? Teachers are invited to register now for MA Education 
courses as part of their continuing professional development. These are: Catholic School 

Leadership; Leading Innovation and Change; Pedagogy; Religious Education. Watch 
testimonies from students on the Archdiocesan YouTube channel (bit.ly/ArchYouTube). All 

details at www.stmarys.ac.uk/edinburgh 
Vocations 
The monthly Mass for Vocations will be at 6:30pm on Monday 6 September at St David’s in 

Dalkeith (not at St Columba’s, Edinburgh, as previously advertised). 
Event: A Call to Action 

During the Season of Creation and in advance of COP26, the Archdiocesan Commission for 
Caritas, Justice & Peace invite you to a mini-colloquium titled ‘The Human Face of the Climate 
Emergency: A Call to Action' It takes place at 3-5pm on Sunday 12 September on Zoom. For 

more details and to register, visit: bit.ly/ACallToAction2021 
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Safeguarding Webinar 
The Bishops of Scotland invite clergy, religious, church employees and volunteers across 

Scotland to a national safeguarding webinar at 11am on Saturday 2 October. It will be a 
chance to find out more about the safeguarding document In Gods Image v2 and reflect upon 

on its implications for your safeguarding role. The link to register is: bit.ly/3gQRdPu 
 

26th United Nations Climate Change Conference, Glasgow 1st-12th November. 

Healthy Planet, Healthy People Petition: 

If you haven’t already, please consider signing the Healthy Planet, Healthy People 

Petition.  An opportunity for Catholics worldwide to listen to Pope Francis and act out our 

faith.”         https://thecatholicpetition.org/?source=direct_link& 

 
Foodbank: Edinburgh Food Project at St. Margaret Mary’s. The foodbank has now re-opened.    

Virtual Tea/Coffee: Join other Parishioners for a Virtual Tea or Coffee after Mass at 11:00 to 11:30 on 

Zoom. Meeting ID: 734 9918 6205 Password: 5DhvjJ.  

 
 

Prayer at Communion (May be used during streamed Mass):  

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for your presence in this Eucharist: in the people gathered, in 

the priest, in the Word proclaimed and the sacrament of your Body and Blood. May we always 

recognise you in our midst; may we come one day to see you face to face, to be yours 

forever.  Amen.    (Archdiocesan Year of the Eucharist. Fr. Michael Regan.)  
 

Preface and Eucharistic Prayer: Preface of Sunday III  EP III 

Saturday 4th September  5.30pm  HX  

Sunday  5th September  9.30am  HX 

11.30am  MM 

1.00pm  MM 

Mass for the People 

Monday 6th September 10.00am HX  

Tuesday 7th September 10.00am MM Julia Dyne 

Wednesday 8th September 10.00am  HX  

Thursday 9th September 10.00am  MM  

Saturday  11th September 10.00am  HX  

Saturday 11th September  5.30pm  HX  

Sunday  12th September  9.30am HX 

11.30am MM 

1.00pm MM 

 

Mass for the People 

Online Giving: If you wish to use the new Offertory giving link click on the following 

link PayaCharity Donation Portal.  The parish has done well using this new diocesan method 

of paying.  Thanks for that.  Perhaps others would consider using this method. 

Booking for Mass: Please book, using the mobile number 07546454419 or Online use the 

normal Holy Cross Website booking system (BOOKINGS) to submit your request. 

Please note that the online bookings are open from Monday 9.00am to Thursday 12.00 noon. 

The mobile phone is open from Monday 9.00am to Saturday 12.00 noon. If there are spaces 

and there is someone available to take the phone it may be answered after that.  

Directions from the Passkeepers: Please co-operate with the passkeepers when coming 
out for Communion and coming out of the benches after Mass. We want to carry out the 

various movements of people before, during and after Mass as safely as possible.  
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